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John and Florence Spann have many connections to 
California Lutheran University, and their ties will grow 
even stronger as their grandson becomes a member of 
the freshman class this fall. One way they have shown 
their support over the years is by completing several 
Charitable Gift Annuities with the University. They like 
the high return rates and the security that this type of gift 
provides them as they support the mission of CLU.

Florence and John designated their most recent Charitable 
Gift Annuity to honor Coach Bob and Helen Shoup. The 
proceeds from this annuity will benefit the new William 
Rolland Stadium, which opens this fall. 

A Charitable Gift Annuity provides lifetime payments 
for one or two persons and offers the advantages of 
charitable tax deduction and estate tax savings. It also 
complements retirement income and allows you the 

satisfaction of making a charitable gift to the University and 
becoming a member of the Orville Dahl Society.

“Not only does this Charitable Gift Annuity exemplify the 
excellent, strong Christian higher education at California 
Lutheran University but also allows us to show our 
appreciation for Coach Shoup’s dedicated coaching career 
and the great athletic program that the University offers while 
providing us with additional income.”

Orville Dahl Society 
Office of Estate and Gift Planning  
California Lutheran University 
(805) 493-3166 

The Orville Dahl Society was established to honor those who provide for the University in their estate. It was named in 
recognition of CLU’s founding president, Orville Dahl, who gave life to CLU (then CLC). As envisioned by Dahl, a key element to 
fulfillment of our mission is the continued growth of the University’s endowment. John and Florence share that vision.

The Orville Dahl Society gives everyone the opportunity to carry on Dr. Dahl’s work. Membership in the society is open to all who 
have made some form of estate or deferred gift commitment of any amount to CLU.

If you believe that you qualify for membership in the Orville Dahl Society or would like information on how to become a member, 
please call the Office of Estate and Gift Planning at (805) 493-3166 or visit our website at www/callutheran.edu/giving.

callutheran.edu/giving

John and Florence Spann
support CLU’s mission and the tradition of Lutheran education

callutheran.edu/connect

CLU Social Networks

CONNECT

Browse  
Sustainability
For up-to-date information 

on how CLU integrates 
sustainable practices into its 
operations and promotes 

environmental themes in its 
curriculum, visit 
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Mission of CLU
California Lutheran University is 
a diverse scholarly community 
dedicated to excellence in the 
liberal arts and professional 
studies. Rooted in the Lutheran 
tradition of Christian faith, the 
University encourages critical 
inquiry into matters of both faith 
and reason. The mission of the 
University is to educate leaders 
for a global society who are 
strong in character and judgment, 
confident in their identity and 
vocation, and committed to 
service and justice.
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Religion professor Pamela K. Brubaker, who retired after 17 years at California 
Lutheran University, receiveded the 2011 President’s Award for Teaching 

Excellence. Created by a former CLU president, the award recognizes professors who 
are held in high esteem by their peers, the students and the university community.
 The Thousand Oaks resident, who will now be an emerita faculty member, taught 
courses in Christian and religious ethics. She is known for her devotion to her students 
and has brought activists and community leaders to campus to expose students to 
complex domestic and global social justice issues.
 A Christian social ethicist and activist, Brubaker has passionately sought peace, 
justice and advocacy for the disadvantaged. She has participated in several World 
Council of Churches consultations on economic globalization and recently was a 
member of the Christian perspectives panel at the International Ecumenical Peace 
Convocation in Kingston, Jamaica. She has been an active member of the American 
Academy of Religion and the Society of Christian Ethics.
 Brubaker has conducted research throughout the world and published extensively 
on the topics of economic ethics and feminist studies in religion. She has written or 
co-written several books including Globalization at What Price? Economic Change and 

Daily Life, Justice in a Global Economy: Strategies for Home, Community, and World and Women Don’t Count: The Challenge 
of Women’s Poverty to Christian Ethics.
 Born in Richmond, Ind., Brubaker earned a bachelor’s degree in sociology from Roosevelt University in Chicago, 
a master’s degree from United Theological Seminary in Ohio and a master’s degree and doctorate in Christian social 
ethics from Union Theological Seminary in New York. Before coming to CLU in 1994, she taught at Cleveland State 
University and College of Wooster.

Social Ethics Activist Honored for Teaching Excellence

COMMENCEMENT 2011Psychology, Criminal Justice, Art Faculty Promoted
Effective Sept. 1, three CLU faculty members will receive 

tenure and advance to the rank of associate professor.

Rainer Diriwächter, a 
native of Switzerland has taught 
psychology at CLU for six 
years. He is an expert in the 
history of German psychology 
and has written several articles, 
chapters and books highlighting 
the German holistic approach. 
He is the editor of the Journal 
of Integrated Social Sciences and 
on the editorial board of several 
peer-reviewed journals. He is 
the faculty adviser to CLU’s 
international honor society 

in psychology and the Interdisciplinary Research Council. 
He received his bachelor’s degree in psychology from 
West Virginia University and his master’s and doctorate in 
psychology from Clark University.

Helen Ahn Lim has taught criminal justice at CLU for 
six years. Her teaching, research and writing focus on 
hate crimes, criminology, race, white-collar crime and the 
connections among race, gender and crime. Lim helps 
students connect classroom lessons to the real world 
and provides opportunities for service and leadership 

development. She received 
a bachelor’s degree in social 
ecology from University of 
California, Irvine, and a master’s 
and doctorate in criminal justice 
from Indiana University.

Michael Pearce began 
teaching art at CLU part time 
in 2001 and became a full-time 
faculty member in 2005. He 
now chairs the Art Department 
and is the curator of the Kwan 
Fong Gallery of Art and Culture. 
He is an accomplished oil 
painter, installation designer and 
theatrical scenic designer. His 
paintings are in many collections 
including those of Andrew 
Getty, Snoop Dogg and The 
Carsey Werner Co. He holds a 
bachelor’s degree and doctorate 
from Dartington College of Arts 
and a master’s in scenic design 
from University of Southern 
California.

Rainer Diriwächter

Helen Ahn Lim

Michael Pearce

Pamela Brubaker

Undergraduate 
and graduate 

students were awarded 
bachelor’s, master’s and 
doctoral degrees during 
two commencement 
ceremonies held in Mount 
Clef Stadium in May.
 Former California State 
Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Jack O’Connell 
addressed the graduates 
and was presented an 
honorary doctor of laws 
degree at both ceremonies. 
 O’Connell, who grew 
up in Oxnard and taught 
government at Oxnard 
High School, served as chief 
of the state’s public school 
system and leader of the 
California Department of 
Education from January 
2003 to January 2011.
 Skyler Butenshon, a 
music major who minored 
in philosophy, spoke on 
behalf of the traditional 
undergraduate students. Josefina Garong, a 46-year-old native of the 
Philippines, spoke on behalf of the Adult Degree Evening Program 
students. The Oxnard resident graduated magna cum laude with a 
bachelor’s degree in accounting.

 M.P.P.A. candidate Erik Rodriguez, field representative for State 
Assemblyman Bob Blumenfield, represented the graduate students; 
and Rose Dunn, director of instruction for the Las Virgenes Unified 
School District, spoke on behalf of the doctoral candidates.

Colbie Caillat and Justin Kawika Young perform at a concert 
benefiting Japan in April.

More than 300 people who came out for a luau and concert 
benefiting Japan were treated to a surprise performance by 

Colbie Caillat, the Grammy-winning singer-songwriter best known for 
her double-platinum debut album “Coco” (2007).
 Caillat turned up at Grace basketball courts with the show’s official 
headliner – her boyfriend, Justin Kawika Young, a Hawaiian pop artist 
who also plays guitar for Caillat. Young called Caillat to the stage to 
perform “Turn Your Lights Down Low” and “I Never Told You.” 
 Young accepted an urgent call from members of the Hawaii Club, 
Asian Club and Friends, and Action Abroad Alliance to help victims of 
the earthquake and tsunami. The April event – dubbed All Attached 
for Japan after Young’s album “All Attached” – raised $2,300 for work 
in Japan by the nonprofit Relief International.
 The event also featured hula dancing, Hawaiian food and a 
presentation on the tragedy in Japan for the gathered students, staff 
members and community residents. Energized by their success, the 
student organizers are talking about a similar fundraiser for next year.

‘All Attached for Japan’ Benefits Disaster Victims
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Swenson Center for the Social and Behavioral Sciences has been 
LEED certified at the Silver level with 37 points. Silver rating for 
the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design certification is 
33 to 38 points.

On the Air with Room to SpareTending the Earth and the Campus
The newly constructed KCLU Broadcast Center located on 

North Campus Drive was dedicated on a sunny afternoon 
in May.
 Relocated from tiny studios in a campus residence hall, the 
new high-tech 6,570-square-foot center houses the Paulucci 
Studios, the Martin V. and Martha K. Smith Education Suite and 
a community room/performance space.
 Mary Olson, general manager of KCLU; Board of Regents 
member Rod Gilbert, chair of the Construction Oversight 
Committee; and CLU President Chris Kimball welcomed guests 
to the joyful occasion.
 Following the dedication, attendees were invited to take 
self-guided tours through the two-story building. The second 
story of the broadcast center includes production studios, a 
talk studio (large enough for four guests), master control room, 
newsroom, engineering center and administrative offices. 
 On the ground floor are the community room/performance 
space, which will be used to host forums, speakers, receptions 
and debates (the room is wired to air live broadcasts), and 
the education suite, which includes a large classroom and 
production studios to enable CLU students to have their own 
Internet radio station.
 KCLU went on the air in the fall of 1994. Since then the 
station has won numerous awards for excellence, and its 
audience and broadcast area have expanded. 

CLU celebrated Earth Week in April to encourage everyone to adopt a green, sustainable lifestyle. Founded on campus in 1970 by Dave 
Randle ’71, Earth Day quickly grew to become a weeklong celebration. This year’s Earth Week, directed by Sustainability Team Coordinator 

Kayla Kilpatrick, a senior majoring in geology, was followed by Yam Yad on April 30, and the University’s green efforts didn’t stop there. Vegetables 
from the CLU Garden were ready to be harvested the following week.

Top: All Things Considered anchor Dave Meyer, front right, 
shows guests the equipment in Studio 2B Master Control 
room. Everything that happens on air is controlled from this 
room, the nucleus of the station.

Right: On their way to tour the Paulucci Studios, visitors 
pass a built-in trophy case displaying KCLU’s Golden Mike, 
Mark Twain, L.A. Press Club, and Radio and Television News 
Directors Association awards.

The Los Angeles Press Club honored KCLU’s Jim Rondeau as 
Best Radio Anchor at its 53rd Annual Southern California 

Journalism Awards Gala on June 26.
 Rondeau, program director and morning anchor for the 
National Public Radio station serving Santa Barbara and Ventura 
counties, beat out finalists from KABC, KCRW and KPCC. 
 Through the years, many organizations have honored 
Rondeau for his coverage of stories ranging from wildfires to 
same-sex marriage. Under his guidance, KCLU’s audience has 
increased substantially, and the station has become a leader in 
news and public affairs programming.

Rondeau Named Best Radio Anchor

Samples of the first vegetable harvest from the CLU Garden are 
displayed by geology professor Linda Ritterbush, center, and 
students, from left, senior Bradley Minnich, freshman Marilyn 
Arceo, senior Jenna Tovar, senior Jennifer Arceo, freshman 
Michael Hooten, junior Steven Shirk, senior Brittany Rahm, junior 
Peter Gonia and junior Matthew Eaton. Edible pod peas, beets, 
onions, lettuce, radishes, turnips and bok choy were picked by 
the students and delivered to the Manna Food Bank in early May. 
According to Ritterbush, one of the creators of the CLU Garden, 
vegetables are being donated to Manna every few weeks. The 
summer crop includes tomatoes, beans and squash. 

A local farmer’s market set up a produce stand during Earth 
Week where students and staff could purchase fresh vegetables. 

Water bottles strung between flagpoles serve as a reminder to 
refill bottles from the new sustainable water fountains installed 
on campus. The fountains have automatic dispensers for filling 
bottles and each has a ticker to count how many water bottles 
were saved from going into a landfill. The fountains were 
purchased through the ASCLUG Senate Go Green Committee.

Students add new plants to the landscaping near Samuelson 
Chapel. This was just one of several beautification projects taking 
place around campus during Yam Yad.

Crown Disposal donated $20,000 in cash and supplies for 
the CLU Garden, which is part of a nationwide movement 
encouraging people to eat local products. CLU students juniors 
Steven Shirk (left) and Matthew Eaton and senior Brittany Rahm 
harvest edible pod peas from the garden, which is planted and 
cared for by students and faculty. Rahm, who graduated in May, is 
volunteering on an organic farm in France this summer.
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Nick Boggan Chad Kimmelshue Andrew Giuffrida Eric Flores Danika Green Kim Kolibas Toccoa Kahovec Bobby Sanders

Men’s Golf
The golf team’s fourth-place 
conference finish equaled the 
highest placing for the Kingsmen 
squad since the 2007 campaign. 
CLU finished fourth or higher in 
each of the six SCIAC competitions 
including a runner-up finish at the 
fourth regular season round hosted 
by Occidental. In that round, 
sophomore Chad Kimmelshue 
tied for the individual crown by 
shooting a 74 (+2) at Brookside 
Country Club in Pasadena. Host 
Cal Lutheran won the team title 
by seven strokes at the Kingsmen 
Invitational at La Purisima Golf 
Course in late March. The team 
finished the regular season ranked 
No. 20 in the nation.

Baseball
An 11-game mid-season win streak 
highlighted a 25-15 season as 
Cal Lutheran finished third in the 
final SCIAC standings. It marked 
the 19th time in 20 seasons the 
Kingsmen have placed in the top 
three in the conference.
 Sophomore Nick Boggan 
became the first CLU player in six 
years to earn American Baseball 
Coaches Association (ABCA) 
All-America status, earning third 
team honors in 2011. He was one 
of two Kingsmen to earn All-West 
Region recognition and one of five 
to receive an All-SCIAC selection.

Men’s Track and Field
Senior Eric Flores was named the 
Division III United States Track & 
Field and Cross Country Coaches 
of America (USTFCCCA) Male 
Field Athlete of the Year after 
winning the national title in both 
hammer throw and shot put.
 Sophomore Eric Rogers also 
qualified for the NCAA Outdoor 
National Championships, and his 
third-place finish in the triple jump 
earned him All-America status 
along with Flores. Their combined 
score of 26 points put CLU in 
eighth place in the final standings.
 Cal Lutheran took fourth place 
at the conference championship 
meet with Flores earning SCIAC 
Track & Field Athlete of the Year 
honors. He won the hammer 
throw and shot put while 
teammate junior Adam Hayes 
was victorious in the discus. Both 
secured individual conference titles.

Men’s Tennis
Cal Lutheran finished the season 
ranked No. 19 in the country and 
in the top 30 for the fourth straight 
season. The Kingsmen were invited 
to play at the Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association (ITA) National Indoor 
Team Championships as one of the 
top programs in the nation.
 Three players were named to 
the All-SCIAC team including first-
team pick Andrew Giuffrida, who 
became the first CLU player this 
millennium to earn three first-team 
selections.
 Giuffrida was named CLU 
Senior Co-Athlete of the Year and 
ITA Arthur Ashe West Region 
Award winner. He was invited 
to play at the National Singles 
Championships in Claremont, Calif., 
where he advanced to the second 
round to secure his third straight 
All-America selection.

Softball
Seven seniors finished their 
collegiate careers in 2011 with a 
doubleheader sweep of Whittier 
on April 16 on Hutton Field. Those 
victories were two of the team’s 11 
home wins, including a four-game 
win streak.
 Danika Green hit .358 in 
conference play as a freshman and 
earned All-SCIAC Second Team 
honors. Senior pitcher Allyson Salas 
finished her CLU career with 169 
strikeouts, ranking seventh all-time 
in program history despite playing 
only two years with the Regals.

Women’s Tennis
Former head coach Mike Benson 
returned for the 2011 season on 
short notice and led Cal Lutheran 
to a fourth-place finish in the 
conference. The Regals debuted 
with a 6-2 victory over nationally 
ranked NAIA opponent Westmont 
College on Feb. 4.
 CLU concluded a season-long 
four-match win streak by defeating 
Whittier in its opening round match 
of the SCIAC Championships.
 Junior Kim Kolibas received All-
SCIAC Second Team honors after 
winning 17 matches as the primary 
top-seeded player for the Regals.

Women’s Track and Field
Juniors Toccoa Kahovec and Britlyn 
Garrett each made their first 
appearance at the NCAA Outdoor 
National Championships in late 
May. Kahovec finished eighth in the 
3,000-meter steeplechase to earn 
All-America status and score for 
the Regals in the team competition.
 Cal Lutheran took third at the 
SCIAC Championships featuring 
individual event titles by Kahovec 
(steeplechase) and sophomore 
Erica Whitley (high jump).
 Kahovec was named to 
the  United States Track & Field 
and Cross Country Coaches of 
America (USTFCCCA) National 
All-Academic team, earned 
All-America status in track and 
field, and earned College Sports 
Information Directors of America 
(CoSIDA) All-District VIII honors 
this past academic year.

Women’s Water Polo
Cal Lutheran closed out the season 
winning four of its final five matches 
to place fifth in the conference. 
Senior Bobby Sanders and junior 
Christina Messer were named to 
the All-SCIAC Second Team.
 Sanders finished her career 
ranked in the program’s top 10 in 
all four major field player categories 
and holds the single season record 
for steals with 93 set in 2009.
 She also was named Cal 
Lutheran Senior Female Scholar-
Athlete of the Year and was 
selected College Sports Information 
Directors of America (CoSIDA) 
Academic All-American Third 
Team and Academic All-District 
VIII At Large First Team. Following 
graduation, she became the 
first CLU athlete to receive a 
prestigious NCAA Postgraduate 
Scholarship.
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Flores Named Field  
Athlete of the Year
Senior Eric Flores was named 
the United States Track & Field 
and Cross Country Coaches 
Association (USTFCCCA) Division 
III Male Field Athlete of the Year 
for the second straight season.
 A late season back injury 
raised questions as to whether 
the reigning hammer throw 
national champion would be able 
to defend his title at the 2011 
NCAA Outdoor Track & Field 
Championships. Despite falling 
short of his personal best, Flores 
defended his hammer throw title 
and went on to win the shot put 

by a single centimeter on his final attempt of the competition. He scored 
20 of Cal Lutheran’s 26 points as the Kingsmen finished eighth in the 
national rankings.

Sanders Awarded NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship
Recent graduate Bobby Sanders, who helped lead the women’s 
water polo team to a SCIAC Championship in 2009 and a Collegiate 
III National Championship in 2010, has been awarded an NCAA 
Postgraduate Scholarship.
 One of 29 female student-athletes who competed in a spring sport 
honored with the $7,500 scholarship, the native of Anchorage, Alaska, is 
the first graduate in school history to receive this prestigious scholarship.
 Graduating with a 3.97 GPA and a degree in exercise science, 
Sanders plans to continue her studies in the Doctor of Physical Therapy 
Program at Duke University.

Giuffrida Receives Arthur Ashe Award
Senior Andrew Giuffrida was awarded the 2011 Division III Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association West Region Arthur Ashe Leadership and 
Sportsmanship Award.
 The award, which dates back to 1982, recognizes outstanding men 
and women players in all divisions at the regional and national level who 
have exhibited outstanding sportsmanship and leadership as well as 
scholastic, extracurricular and tennis achievements.
 This marks the second ITA award Giuffrida has received in the past 
two years. He was named the West Region Player to Watch in 2010.

Record Number of Scholar-Athletes
The Cal Lutheran Scholar-Athlete Society was formed in 2003 with the 
purpose of recognizing student-athletes for their performance in the 
classroom. This year’s list, which surpassed 100 members for the first 
time, features seven four-year members. In total 112 student-athletes 
representing 19 intercollegiate programs and five junior varsity teams 
achieved cumulative grade point averages of 3.40 or higher.
 Bobby Sanders (women’s water polo) and Ray Ostrander (men’s 
cross country and track & field) were named the 2011 Cal Lutheran 
Senior Scholar-Athletes of the Year.

CLU Pitcher Drafted  
by Phillies
Cal Lutheran senior pitcher Ian 
Durham was selected by the 
Philadelphia Phillies in the 28th 
round of the Major League Baseball 
(MLB) First-Year Player Draft. With 
the selection, Durham becomes 
the 18th member of the Kingsmen 
baseball program drafted since MLB 
instituted its amateur draft in 1965.
 During his senior season at Cal 
Lutheran, the right-hander started 
nine games, going 4-4 with a 4.22 
ERA. In his 59.2 innings pitched 
throughout the 2011 season, 
Durham struck out 58 batters, the 
second-highest total on the team.

Milestone Watch
Three CLU coaches, each of whom has been at the head of his 
respective program for 18 seasons, are on course to reach key victory 
milestones during the 2011-12 academic year. 
 CLU baseball head coach Marty Slimak has racked up 491 wins after 
completing a 25-15 season in 2011. His teams have averaged 28 wins 
over the past three seasons and the Kingsmen have never had a losing 
record under Slimak.
 Men’s tennis head coach Mike Gennette has accounted for 198 wins 
including a program record 19-win season in 2010. His teams have won 
nine or more matches in each season since the 2002 campaign.
 CLU men’s soccer head coach Dan Kuntz is the winningest coach in 
program history for both men and women. He finished the 2011 season 
with 195 wins with the Kingsmen and 354 overall. He posted a 159-63-
15 record while at the helm of the Regals program which featured eight 
consecutive SCIAC championships.

Newsworthy Spring Sports Post-Season Recognition
National Field Athlete of the Year
(U.S. Track & Field and Cross 
Country Coaches of America)
Eric Flores, Men’s Track and Field

SCIAC Athlete of the Year
Eric Flores, Men’s Track and Field

All-American

Baseball 
(American Baseball Coaches
Association/Rawlings)
Nick Boggan (Third Team)

Men’s Tennis
(Intercollegiate Tennis Association)
Andrew Giuffrida (Singles)

Track and Field
(United States Track & Field and 
Cross Country Coaches of America)
Eric Flores, Hammer Throw and Shot Put
Toccoa Kahovec, Steeplechase
Eric Rogers, Triple Jump

All-West Region

Baseball
(American Baseball Coaches
Association/Rawlings)
Nick Boggan (First Team)
Byron Minnich (First Team)

Men’s Tennis
(Intercollegiate Tennis Association)
Andrew Giuffrida (Arthur Ashe Award)

Track and Field
(United States Track & Field and 
Cross Country Coaches of America)
Eric Flores (Field Athlete of the Year)

All-SCIAC

(First Team)
Aly Anderson, Women’s Track and Field
Nick Boggan, Baseball
Nicole Camarillo, Women’s Track and Field
Erica Carter, Women’s Track and Field
Jackie de la Paz, Women’s Track and Field
Eric Flores, Men’s Track and Field
Amy Galipeau, Women’s Track and Field
Britlyn Garrett, Women’s Track and Field
Andrew Giuffrida, Men’s Tennis
Adam Hayes, Men’s Track and Field
Julea Juarez, Women’s Track and Field
Toccoa Kahovec, Women’s Track and Field
Lauren Kennedy, Women’s Track and Field
Trevor Koons, Baseball
Melissa Muntzel, Women’s Track and Field
Caius Radu, Men’s Track and Field
Jaleesa Robinson, Women’s Track and Field
Eric Rogers, Men’s Track and Field
Lauren Rohach, Women’s Track and Field
Kendall Sauter, Women’s Track and Field
Erica Whitley, Women’s Track and Field
Justin Wilson, Men’s Tennis

(Second Team)
Tristan Baer, Men’s Track and Field
Cody Butcher, Men’s Track and Field
Dennis Clay, Men’s Track and Field
Tori Dahl, Women’s Track and Field
Erik Fruth, Men’s Track and Field
Kaylin Garcia, Women’s Track and Field
Danika Green, Softball
Matt Hamlett, Men’s Track and Field
Kourtney Jones, Women’s Track and Field
Kim Kolibas, Women’s Tennis
John LaMoure, Baseball 
 

Christina Messer, Women’s Water Polo
Byron Minnich, Baseball
Bobby Sanders, Women’s Water Polo
Peter Vermillion, Men’s Track and Field
Iggy Wagner, Baseball
John White, Men’s Track and Field
Jordan Williams, Men’s Track and Field
Ray Worley, Men’s Tennis

Academic All-American
(College Sports Information 
Directors of America)

(Third Team) 
Bobby Sanders, Women’s Water Polo 
 
Academic All-District VIII
(College Sports Information 
Directors of America)

(First Team)
Toccoa Kahovec, Women’s Cross 
Country, Track and Field
Ray Ostrander, Men’s Cross Country, 
Track and Field
Bobby Sanders, At Large

(Second Team)
Sara Lichtsinn, Softball
Richard Michelin, Baseball

National Scholar Athletes
(U.S. Track & Field and Cross 
Country Coaches Association)
Toccoa Kahovec, Women’s Cross Country
Ray Ostrander, Men’s Cross Country

2011 Spring Season at a Glance
Kingsmen Overall SCIAC Conference Standing
Baseball 25-15 19-9 Third
Golf 26-16-1 22-14 Fourth
Tennis 9-13 4-5 Fourth
Track and Field 3-4 3-4 Fourth

Regals
Softball 13-26 5-19 Seventh
Tennis 9-9 4-6 Fourth (Tie)
Track and Field 5-2 5-2 Third
Water Polo 11-17 5-5 Fifth
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It’s been more than 40 years, 
but Michael Arndt is still 
haunted by memories of 
his deployment during the 
Vietnam War. So much so 
that the CLU theatre arts 
professor is taking steps 
to alleviate the painful 
remembrances, including 
a journey into the past 
and a stage play that 
probes the emotions  
of combat veterans  
of six wars.

March 7, 1970 
Approximately two kilometers from  
the Cambodian border.
The battle. The bloodshed. The screams of agony.
 Michael Arndt and 19 of his comrades from Echo Company, 1st 
Cavalry Air Mobile Division, were sent on a reconnaissance mission in 
the heat of the jungles of Vietnam.
 Almost immediately they came under enemy fire as the North 
Vietnamese troops opened up with 30-caliber machine guns. 
 “I remember the rattle of the shrapnel hitting the trees,” Arndt 
recalled. “It was sheer terror.”

Michael Arndt pictured near the site of the battle where he and 19 
of his comrades fought on March 7, 1970. He returned to Vietnam 
for the first time in 2010, almost 40 years to the day of the battle.

Inset: Arndt in 1970 at the same site with two Kit Carson Scouts.

Bringing Memories of War to the Stage
By Jannette Jauregui ’03
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Drama Students Learn Life Lessons from Warriors
By Kevin Matthews
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 When it was over, only about six of the men who went into battle 
that day were left untouched. Nearly 15 were either wounded or dead.
 Among them was the company’s medic Theodore Ropchock, 
affectionately called Doc Candystripe. After he was hit with shrapnel, 
Ropchock refused morphine, asking that it instead be saved for others. 
He then explained how to administer the medication, all along knowing 
he was dying. 
 Through the night, Arndt and those who survived lay in the thick 
jungle alongside their fallen brothers in arms. 
 “I was between two guys whose backs were blown out,” Arndt said.

 The next day, the soldiers were told it was too dangerous for 
helicopters to come in to retrieve the wounded and dead. So the few 
who were strong enough tied their ponchos around bamboo poles, 
creating makeshift gurneys, and carried their comrades out of the jungle. 
Arndt carried Ropchock. They left no one behind.
 For 40 years, Arndt carried the burden of the memory of that day 
and the year he spent in Vietnam. But last year, with a new mission in 
mind, he decided to face the horrific memories he had longed to forget.

A reluctant soldier
Arndt enrolled in Augsburg College in Minnesota as a freshman in 1964. 
When he graduated in 1968, the United States was at war, and those 
who remained stateside dealt with the civil unrest of a nation battling 
itself.
 “Martin Luther King was assassinated, Robert Kennedy was 
assassinated,” Arndt said. “I went into college a Goldwater Republican. 
By 1968, I was campaigning for Eugene McCarthy.”
 He was also among those avoiding the draft.
 “I decided to teach high school English in a low-income community,” 
he said. “It was common knowledge that people in that position were 
given a break.”
 While many of his friends had found their way to Canada and even 
jail, Arndt received his draft notice on Sept. 16, 1968. He hadn’t received 
a break.
 He appealed and was cleared until January, when he received his 
second notice. Again he appealed and was cleared, this time until June. 
 “The superintendent of my school district wouldn’t support another 
appeal,” he said. 
 On June 17, 1969, Arndt was inducted into the Army in Minneapolis. 
He was sent to Fort Lewis, Wash., for basic training, and remained 
there for advanced infantry training until October. Five months after his 
induction, Arndt received orders to report for duty in Vietnam. After a 
15-day furlough, he boarded a commercial aircraft that made its way to 
Tan Son Nhut Air Base just outside of Saigon. 

To war and back
Arndt and the rest of Echo Company were assigned strictly to 
reconnaissance missions, often spending 25 out of 30 days in the jungle 
looking for the enemy. In a year’s time, they had completed 52 combat 
assaults, including the bloody battle on that March day.
 “Despite everything bad about the war, I wanted to get to know 
the people there,” Arndt said. “I didn’t get much of a chance to do 
that other than the Hmong boys that had been recruited as Kit Carson 
Scouts. They, in part, served as guides through the jungles.”
 In November 1970, Arndt received notice that he was being 
reassigned to Germany, where he served until he received an honorable 
discharge the following March.
 The young veteran enrolled in graduate courses at the University 
of Minnesota. From there, he began directing and teaching theatre 
in Minnesota before joining the Theatre Arts Department at Pacific 
Lutheran University in Washington. In 1982, he received an offer to 
teach drama at CLU. 
 “I didn’t want to come to Southern California,” Arndt said. “When I 
decided to come, I thought I’d only stay for a couple years.”
 It’s now been nearly 30.

 In June, with more than 15 video interviews completed, Arndt was 
ready to bring Under Fire: Stories of Combat Veterans Across Generations 
to the stage. Combining video with actors portraying local veterans and 
original musical compositions by Christopher Hoag, the true stories 
of war came alive in front of a live audience at CLU in a format Arndt 
hopes to eventually share with universities throughout the country.
 Arndt intends to stage his play for veterans groups and hospitals with 
hopes of starting a dialogue with the viewers.
 “I would simply like to see others have the chance to share their 
stories. To experience that healing process,” he said.

Jannette Jauregui is a columnist for the Ventura County Star and has 
been writing profiles of military veterans for more than 10 years. Her book, 
Ventura County Veterans: World War II to Vietnam, was published 
this summer. She also serves as an adjunct lecturer in the Communication 
Department at CLU.

Portraying Emotional Wounds of Combat
After all these years, Arndt has written a play reflecting on not only his 
memories but also those of veterans of World War II, Korea, Vietnam, 
Desert Storm, Iraq and Afghanistan.
 For Arndt, it’s a healing process.
 “I remember as a child asking my dad why some of the World War 
II veterans had what we called shell shock,” he said. “I used to say to 
myself, ‘Wasn’t that a long time ago? Let it go.’ Now I understand that 
combat is something you never lose sight of.”
 The stage play production started in the spring of 2010 when Arndt 
applied for a sabbatical as well as a project grant from the Ventura 
County Arts Council. For the first time since leaving in 1970, the former 
infantryman returned to the battlefields on which he fought in Vietnam. 
And though he had always been able to talk about his time in combat, he 
had not yet faced the traumatizing memories of what he saw.
 When he returned home, Arndt began approaching local veterans 
groups for interviews, eventually partnering with Jerry Knotts of the 
Military Order of World Wars and Military Order of Purple Hearts. 

Performing the first staged reading of Under Fire: Stories of Combat Veterans Across 
Generations on June 18 in Preus-Brandt Forum are, from left, Aaron Anthony 
Bonilla, Alex Colello ’11, senior Brent Ramirez, Kenny Toll, Andy Babinsky and 
junior Jeremy Hanna.

Michael Arndt in 2010, from top, at the memorial museum at the 
former Khe Sanh Airbase; having lunch in a Khe Sanh restaurant; in 
the Cu Chi tunnels, one of many battlegrounds in Vietnam that have 
been converted to tourist attractions.

T
hird-year theatre arts student Jeremy Hanna began to grasp 
the Iraq-war experiences of the two soldiers he knows best, 
his sister and brother-in-law, during rehearsals for Under Fire: 
Stories of Combat Veterans Across Generations.

 “My brother-in-law was a tank commander. He saw some things and 
went through some things that he really couldn’t explain, and he told it to 
me, but I couldn’t see it,” Hanna said. “I couldn’t really understand it the 
way he understood it, and doing this play helped me understand more 
what it would be like to be right there.”

 The theatrical work by professor Michael Arndt combines 
video interviews of veterans, including CLU Vice President 
Bill Rosser, with actors’ interpretations of some of the same 
veterans’ words and stories. In the first public workshop 
reading on June 18 at Preus-Brandt Forum, six college actors, 
including CLU’s Hanna, Alex Colello ’11 and senior Brent 
Ramirez, played young incarnations of real U.S. soldiers from 
World War II and Vietnam. Future performances will include 
veterans of other wars, Arndt told the audience. 
 The actors watched their characters on video but never 
met them during just three rehearsals. Still, Colello got to know 
Rosey Nolan, a World War II parachutist nicknamed for his 
youthful looks.
 “He just wanted to run around, have fun, have a good time 
and do the whole teen angst thing, but then [he was] thrust 
into this circumstance where you kind of have to grow up real 
quick,” Colello said. 
 The CLU actors had worked with Arndt on projects such 
as Shakespeare’s Pericles and Chekhov’s Cherry Orchard, but 
never anything this personal.
 “Because he was so passionate about it, you wanted to be 
passionate about it, and you wanted to be the best you could 
be,” said Hanna.

 From Arndt’s script, which was revised throughout rehearsals, the 
young actors gained a perspective on warfare and warriors that stands 
apart from politics.
 “What’s important is that these soldiers are willing to do it. They’re 
not questioning it…,” said Colello, who is from Canada. “If nothing 
else, appreciate that. You don’t have to appreciate the war itself, but 
appreciate what people who are representative of your country are 
doing to try to help you.”
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rom a Quonset hut to a modern fitness 
center, from an overcrowded house to a 
state-of-the-art technology center, from 
chicken coops to spacious classrooms – 
much has changed at California Lutheran 
University during the last 25 years.
 One of the most significant turning 

points was not a new facility, but the renaming 
of then California Lutheran College to California 
Lutheran University. The name change reflected not 
only the school’s expanding curriculum and offerings 
but also the growth of its graduate programs in 
education and business. The reorganization of the 
education and business departments into schools 
resulted in their having an even greater impact on the 
region by building the expertise and capacity of local 
business and education leaders. 
 This fall marks the silver anniversary of the 
reorganization. In recognition of the 25 years of 
accomplishments and the breadth and growth of its 
graduate programs, CLU has renamed the schools 
of education and business to the Graduate School 
of Education and the School of Management, 
respectively, to more accurately represent the far-
ranging programs offered by each.
 With the changing of the names comes an even 
stronger commitment to serve the educational, 
professional, social and emotional needs of the 
region. The anniversary motto “A History of 
Innovation, Excellence and Service” is reflective of  
the schools’ amazing reach and the progress they 
have achieved.

Preparing Future 
Educational Leaders
The Graduate School 
of Education (GSOE) 
at CLU has become 
a leader in preparing 
students for professional 
careers in education. 

 Offering only one Master of Education degree 
in 1966, today the GSOE confers five master’s and 
two doctoral degrees. Its graduates, who number 
almost 8,000, work in local, national and international 
settings, making a difference wherever they are. 
These reflective, principled educators are well 
prepared and deeply committed to being the best at 
what they do.
 Accredited by the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) and 
the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing 
(CCTC), CLU has prepared thousands of teachers, 
counselors, principals and superintendents 
as well as professors and higher education 
administrators. Among those alumni are numerous 
bilingual classroom teachers who obtained their 
first master’s degree through the innovative Title VII 
federal grant program funded from 1983 to 1990. 
The carefully selected students received full tuition, 
books, mileage reimbursement and, with their CLU 
training, went on to make a significant impact on 
Ventura County bilingual education.
 In addition to enhancing bilingual education, the 
University has provided professional development in 
literacy to nearly 5,400 teachers through its California 

Reading and Literature Project (CRLP). 
Started in 2000, CLU’s CRLP is the 
only such program housed at a private 
university. The program’s grant funding 
was recently renewed for another year 
enabling the University to continue 
serving Kern, Santa Barbara and Ventura 
counties.
 CLU is recognized for its work with 
the K-12 school community and for 
providing high quality fieldwork through 
its professional development schools 
partnerships that help to bridge theory 
to practice and develop excellent 

mentors. CLU has formal relationships with Flory 
Academy of Science and Technology in the Moorpark 
Unified School District and Los Cerritos Middle School 
in the Conejo Valley Unified School District, one of the 
few middle school partnerships in the nation. 

Strengthening 
Professionalism 
CLU’s School of 
Management (SOM) has 
helped to shape the region 
by providing consultants 
to local businesses 
and by strengthening 

professionalism in business through education. The 
SOM has broadened its influence beyond the local 
area through economic outlook conferences and online 
degree programs. The success of these programs in 
educating leaders was recognized by inclusion in the 
2010-2011 Global 200 Top Business Schools report, 
which is based on a survey of international employers.
 Faculty and graduates of the SOM contribute to 
the vitality of business, nonprofit and civic life. In the 
last 25 years, CLU has awarded nearly 3,000 graduate 
business degrees; 80 percent of these alumni live and 
work locally. In the past decade, tremendous growth 
has taken place in the number, quality and variety 
of graduate programs offered, and the number of 
students in the part-time MBA program has doubled.
 New master’s degree programs include an 
international MBA program that has 100 full-time 
students from China, Taiwan, India, Saudi Arabia and 
many European countries; and an online MBA program 
that has been honored by the United States Distance 
Learning Association. In addition to a greater variety of 
degree programs, the SOM has established research 
centers to provide viable information on economic 
trends and forecasts.
 The silver anniversary of the GSOE and SOM will 
be celebrated throughout the academic year with 
a series of signature events, including distinguished 
speakers and celebrations. Sponsorships are available 
for the events, and limited supplies of commemorative 
pins are available for alumni who wish to promote 
the anniversary. For information, contact Director of 
Development Kristine Calara, kcalara@callutheran.edu 
or (805) 493-3837.

Graduate School of 
Education
Graduate Programs
M.Ed. in Teacher Leadership

M.S. in Special Education

M.A. in Educational Leadership

M.S. in Counseling and Guidance

M.S. in Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Ed.D. in Educational Leadership (K-12)

Ed.D. in Higher Education Leadership

Centers and Institutes

The Professional Development Schools 
provide students an opportunity 
to connect theory to practice in a 
realistic environment working for one 
or two semesters alongside a veteran 
cooperating teacher.

The Center for Academic Service-
Learning provides faculty, students and 
graduates with a model to integrate 
service learning into the curriculum at 
all levels. 

The Educational Research and 
Leadership Institute provides services 
to local, state and federal agencies and 
schools.

School of Management
Graduate Programs
MBA

International MBA

Online MBA

MBA in Financial Planning 

MBA in Austria

M.S. in Information Systems and   

   Technology

M.S. in Economics 

M.S. in Computer Science 

Centers and Institutes

The Center for Economic Research 
and Forecasting (CERF) prepares 
economic modeling to help businesses 
accurately assess the trends that affect 
the region.

The California Institute of Finance (CIF) 
provides resources for certified financial 
planners (CFP™), academics and CFP™ 
practitioners in this field.

The Center for Leadership and Values 
(CLV) provides resources, articles, 
speakers, and an extensive online 
database to promote discussions on 
value-based leadership.

Schools Mark 25th Anniversary 
with New Names, Programs

Silver Anniversary Signature Events
2011-2012 

Join us in celebrating the 25th anniversary of the School of Management 
and the Graduate School of Education.

Sept. 13, 5-7 p.m.
5901 De Soto Ave. 

Kickoff Celebration and Grand Opening  
of the new Woodland Hills Center

Sept. 15, 5-7 p.m.
The Palms 

2201 Outlet Center Drive, Suite 600

Kickoff Celebration at the Oxnard Center

Oct. 13, 6 p.m.
Lundring Events Center

Distinguished Speaker Series
“Preparing 21st Century Learners through the California P-20 Pipeline”

Jack Scott, Chancellor, Community College System
Former California State Senator

Nov. 16, 6 p.m.
Lundring Events Center

Distinguished Speaker Series 
“Talents: Competing for the Future”

Markus Tomaschitz, Managing Director
Magna Education & Research, Magna International

Spring 2012
CLU Educator Appreciation Day Celebration

April 26, 2012
Culminating Celebration

For more information, contact Lauren Amundson at  
lamundso@callutheran.edu or (805) 493-3445.

Alumni Online
During the Silver Anniversary celebration, the Graduate School of Education and the 
School of Management are highlighting a sampling of alumni who are prominent in 
their fields, rising stars in their professions, or champions of service. These alumni, 
who represent CLU’s tradition of excellence, innovation and service, are active, 
principled, reflective educators, astute business and management professionals, and 
avid community advocates. 

 To learn more about these outstanding alumni, please visit  

www.callutheran.edu/Silver50
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t was nearly four decades ago that the 
Education Department established an 
outstanding preschool program at California 
Lutheran College. The laughter of toddlers 
resonating from the former B.E. Albertson 
home on the north campus introduced a new 
dimension to CLC’s commitment to lifelong 
learning.
 Now, 37 years and more than 2,500 

preschoolers later, the House on the Hill has 
been transformed into the Fredrickson Family 
Early Childhood Center, a brand spanking new 
modern facility located on Campus Drive.
 In the old House on the Hill, handprints in 
concrete formed a tree, marking the preschool’s 
opening in 1974. Many hands since then have 
helped grow and sustain the school as a highly 
regarded community model for early childhood 
education. Some of those hands include the 
talented, energetic directors who have guided the 
school until today.

 Lucas, who became the first CLU preschool director, was the 
right person at the right time. Her experience plus the information 
gleaned in a project by graduate student Anne Purvis, M.A. ’78, laid the 
groundwork for the initial preschool program. 
 The House on the Hill soon became the place where 
undergraduate students came for observation as part of their child 
development classes and graduate students taught under Lucas’ 
supervision. Many of the project assignments in Lucas’ classes were 
incorporated into the preschool curriculum. Over time, Lucas and her 
students developed rich curricular materials, a workshop, publications, 
and training for other preschool teachers in the area.
 In 1978, her husband was transferred to the D.C. area, and Lucas 
was hired to develop a preschool program for the Army.
 “A lot of seeds sown during those days [at CLC] are still being 
used throughout the country,” she said. She now helps administer 
Army programs all over the world, with 150 new childcare centers 
under construction. 

A Change of Direction: Joy Brooks 
With Lucas’ departure, Ingrid Tiegel was named interim director, 
and Carol Rodning-Otteson, who also taught in CLC’s Education 
Department, followed as director in 1979. 
 Rodning-Otteson served as a change agent, guiding the school 
toward a more Christian focus. She and assistant director Joy Brooks, 
M.A. ’82, started infant and parent classes, toddler and parent classes, 
toddler mommies’ morning out and extended child care. 
 In 1985, Brooks became director, and the preschool continued to 
flourish. Brooks recalls that the school was so much in demand that 

Founding Director: Margaret Lucas
To hear Margaret Lucas tell it, “Every one of my jobs has been starting 
something.” 
 She first started a lab school at Mansfield College in Pennsylvania. 
When she married and her Navy husband was sent to Newport, R.I., 
Lucas converted an orphanage to a day care center for United Way. 
When the Navy moved the family to Port Hueneme, she answered a 
job ad in the newspaper and began teaching at CLC. The opportunity 
soon arose for her to start something new once again.

Preschoolers Discover  
Love of Learning in  
Nooks and Crannies of  
New Facility
By Marsha Anderson

What Parents Say
“Both of my children attended House on the Hill Preschool and the 
experience, quite frankly, spoiled them for any other educational 
experience.” (1981)
Beverly Merrill Kelley 
Professor of Communication; mother of Brendan Kelley ’02 and 
Trevor Kelley ’04

“My husband and I have been delighted to watch the growth and 
happiness of our children at the preschool – it has been one of the 
best parts of my experience at CLU.” (1987)  
Linda Ritterbush 
Professor of Environmental Science/Geology; mother of Kristine 
(Ritterbush ’04) Rodriguez and Kathleen Ritterbush ’06 

“As a parent, there are two wonderful benefits. One is just the 
proximity – my children are close to me. But more importantly is the 
fact that the people who work there are all so professional and give 
the best quality care possible.” (2006)  
Michele LeBlanc 
Associate Professor of Exercise Science

“The CLU preschool is an enormous benefit to CLU employees. We 
know our children are just two minutes away, being cared for by 
people of faith and integrity.” (2005)  
Mary Olson 
General Manager of KCLU

“The teachers are fantastic. They love the kids. They love their jobs. 
They seem to enjoy each other, in what is a nice community of 
teachers. They have a thoughtfully articulated program where kids are 
encouraged to develop skills and knowledge. It’s not just all play time – 
though there is plenty of that, too!” (2011)  
Sam Thomas 
Assistant Professor of Religion

“My son’s experience with the House on the Hill was an exercise in 
experiential learning, long before it was commonplace. It was so ‘hands 
on,’ even before that was in the educational lingo. I attribute much of 
his continued interest in learning and international travel to those early 
experiences.” (2011)  
Jean Kelso ’84 Sandlin, M.P.A. ’90 
Instructor in Communication; mother of Evan Sandlin, Class of 2012

“We feel so blessed to have the boys in such a wonderful 
environment, surrounded by such amazing people, particularly the 
teachers … It means the world to us that you all care so much. It 
shows in everything you do and say and this is such an important trait 
to model for our kids. So, thank you.” (2011)  
Sarah (Lavik ’99) Holmes 
Vice President, Frank N. Magid Associates

Memories of Early Days
Besides educational materials, the early preschool generated 
many memorable stories. Founding Director Margaret Lucas 
fondly recalls a cat named Smokey.
 When the preschoolers celebrated a birthday, they had 
a wooden cake with real (lighted) candles. The kids would 
gather in a big circle around the cake. One day Smokey truly 
lived up to his name. When he walked through the circle, 
fluffing up his tail over the candles, his tail caught fire. There 
were no more real candles after that. 
 When the State came to inspect the House on the Hill, 
Lucas opened a bathroom door to discover a snake curled 
around the toilet. Snakes, she discovered, were frequent 
visitors, as they migrated seasonally down the hill and through 
the play yard to the greenery below.
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Former House on the Hill students Diana Fielding and Garrett Meadows relive their jungle 
gym days with current preschoolers Santino Romero (l), Atom Wroblewski and Lorenzo 
Romero in February before the move to the new center. Meadows, now a CLU junior, loved 
the big wooden jungle gym and the dancing and songs around the circle. “Notorious” for 
wandering off to explore the hills, he especially loved those “really big” hikes up to the cross. 
Fielding, a sophomore, remembers being so disruptive during nap time that she had to be put 
in a room by herself to play while the other kids took naps.

many parents asked to be put on the waiting list before their babies 
were born.
 “In fact, one woman who was considering conceiving contacted 
me to see what the chances of her child being accepted to the center 
would be,” she noted.
 The wait list for the school continues today, with new parents lining 
up for a spot for their infants.
 Brooks helped the school achieve accreditation in 1994 and 

developed and implemented the curriculum that helps 
each child flourish socially, emotionally, physically, 
intellectually and spiritually. The current curriculum at 
the preschool was derived from her master’s thesis 

titled “Nurturing God’s Child,” which was later published by Augsburg 
Fortress Press. 
 For Brooks, the House on the Hill became a family affair. Her son 
and six of her grandchildren have attended the preschool, and her 
parents supported the preschool financially. 

A New Home: Elaine Davis 
After 20 years with the preschool, Brooks retired in 2000, and Elaine 
Davis, M.A. ’82, was named interim director, becoming its director in 
2001. Once again, the transition was a smooth one – Davis had been 
teaching at the center for 14 years.
 “I inherited a program that was well run and well respected,” Davis 

said. “It was very easy to step in because it 
was already an established program, well 
thought of in the community.”
 New curricular materials have been 
added through the years, but the basic focus 
is still on meeting the developmental needs 
of each child, Davis noted. The new outdoor 
environment [at the new facility] with the 
emphasis on reconnecting children to nature 
is one example of making a change based on 
new research in the early childhood field, she 
added.
 For Davis, like her predecessor, working 
at the preschool has involved the whole 
family. Davis’ daughter went to the preschool, 
and now her grandson attends. 
 

For the Children 
Davis is the first director to serve in the new Fredrickson 
Family Early Childhood Center, which she lovingly helped 
plan, watched grow and considers a dream come true.
 The center, which provides double the space of 
the previous house, boasts a child-sized island in the 
kitchen, child-sized bathroom fixtures and even a special 
children’s door for entering the building. The outdoor 
area has a three-tiered climbing structure, a slide 
built into the hillside, a tire swing, garden beds and a 
meandering creek.
 The well-loved Katie’s House, built by the Conejo 
Valley Rotary Club in memory of preschool student 
Katie Joy Motley on the old site, is being duplicated in a 
new playhouse at the new site, also to be named Katie’s 
House. 
 Lisa’s Corner, another innovation featuring special literacy initiatives, 
including window seats and reading lofts for different age groups and a 
book rack with materials just for parents, was made possible through 
a gift from CLU regent Joan Young, her husband, Richard, and their 
family in memory of their daughter Lisa. 
 Even the infant room, which has space 
for six children aged 3 to 18 months, has 
a “hideaway cube” the children can crawl 
into with their stories.
  “I just love what I do,” Davis reflects. 
“I love the challenges, the new families 
coming in, new children. This is part of 
our stewardship, the way we serve for 
God. It’s part of our ministry to serve the 

children and families.”
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  Jake Blehm visits a cheetah reserve in the small farming  
town of Alma, South Africa. The reserve rescues injured or 
displaced cheetahs.

  Jake Blehm confers with Sam and Ephraim Chirwa, who help  
run a Grow Biointensive demonstration farm for a widow’s 
organization in the village of Mbowe, located near the city of  
Mzuzu in northern Malawi.

t’s not hard to have a green thumb in California. 
 Just think of all the avocados, citrus fruit, grapes, nuts, olives and 
strawberries that thrive from border to border. Not to mention the 
home gardens that produce swaths of herbs and vegetables practically 
year-round. And one doesn’t have to go far to find a farmer’s market 
or roadside produce stand bursting with seasonal offerings.
 Other regions, of course, aren’t so lucky when it comes to a 

temperate climate and rich soil. And some farmers don’t have the means 
to grow enough food to sustain their own families much less feed a 
village of hungry people. That’s where Jake Blehm, MBA ’94, and the 
crew from Ecology Action, a sustainable mini-farming nonprofit, come in.
 Based since 1982 near Willits, Calif., roughly 120 miles north of San 
Francisco, Ecology Action is essentially a research garden that grew out 
of a concern about worldwide starvation and malnutrition in the early 
1970s. 
 Its original purpose was to teach classes, collect data, make land 
available for gardening and publish information on food-producing 
techniques, which emphasize soil preservation, smallest-scale crop 
growing and seed preservation. Soil and climate conditions in Willits 
are similar to those experienced by farmers in much of the world: 

Planting a Global Garden 
Blehm has been getting his hands dirty since he was a kid. He was 
raised in rural Ojai, Calif., where his dad consulted with citrus and 
walnut farmers, and helped start a business in agricultural pest 
management in the 1960s. His family hosted international business 
colleagues at their home, piquing his curiosity about other countries 
and cultures.
 Blehm attended the College of Agricultural Sciences at Colorado 
State University (Fort Collins) and took a summer internship with one 
of his father’s business connections in El Salvador in 1978.
 “That experience had a huge impact on me,” he said. “At 20 years 
old, I was living and working in an extremely poor, developing country 
just months before a civil war began.”
 After that first international experience, Blehm was hooked on 
travel and becoming a global citizen.
 “I knew [my life] would have to include finding out more about the 
world and those who lived in faraway corners of the planet,” he added.
 After college Blehm returned to Ventura to work in the family 
business. He began traveling more frequently, and his international 
work prompted his decision to acquire more professional tools. He 
earned a certificate in international management from Thunderbird 
School of Global Management in 1988 and his MBA in organizational 
development from CLU six years later. 
 In 2001, Blehm became a fellow in the California Agricultural 
Leadership Program, a premier leadership development course of 

the California Agricultural Leadership Foundation. The 18-month 
program culminated in a job offer to work part time as the program 
coordinator. After three years, he moved to Sonoma County to take 
a full-time position as director of programs for the foundation, which 
included three-week educational travel assignments in Latin America, 
Asia, Eastern Europe and Africa.
 “This position really opened a new world to me, and the classes I 
took at CLU as an exploration of various electives really changed the 
direction of my career,” Blehm said.
 A stint as director of operations at the Rodale Institute in 
Pennsylvania – one of the most respected organic agriculture research 
farms in the world – took Blehm east, but he was soon ready to return 
to California. In 2010 he interviewed with John Jeavons, director of 
Ecology Action since 1972.

Being of Service
Blehm conducted his first international training with Ecology Action last 
May in Mexico and was amazed to see more than 200 people from 22 
countries come together to learn the Grow Biointensive method.
 “Even those who were learning about the program for the first 
time had their own unique experiences to contribute,” he said. “It’s 
much easier to feel optimistic about the future when you see the 
excitement and willingness to learn coming from such a wide variety of 
people and places.”
 Teaching trips and conferences help spread the word, as does 
the training of six-month interns from around the globe who often 
direct significant Grow Biointensive projects in other countries. The 
Peace Corps and UNICEF are just two major organizations that follow 
Ecology Action’s advice.
 Blehm has been to nearly 60 countries, including Bulgaria, 
Bangladesh and Vietnam where he has done volunteer service-
learning work, and the adventure in sustainable agriculture continues. 
He recently returned from Malawi and South Africa, where Ecology 
Action is looking to establish new projects that will help Africans 
become more self-sufficient in nutrition and food security. This would 
also improve their income and provide ecosystem services in the 
form of soil formation, water-holding capacity, biodiversity and carbon 
sequestration, which helps mitigate atmospheric CO2 and moderate 
climate change, he explained.
 Even as Blehm looks ahead to helping expand Ecology Action’s 
African program – as well as seeing the Grow Biointensive method 
take root in countries such as Afghanistan, Haiti, Iraq and other areas 
that desperately need to improve their nutrition and food security – he 
recognizes the value of reaping what he sows.
 “There are many ways to make a living and be of service to the 
world. I’m so grateful that I’ve found a career that allows me to do 
both.”
 His career also comes with an unusual perk.
 “I live in the beautiful Mayacamas Mountains of Sonoma County, 
and one of my favorite things to do is sit outside at sunset and watch 
the Douglas firs and redwood trees sequester carbon,” he said. “A 
glass of local biodynamic wine is a nice addition.”

Kristina Johnson Haar is a freelance writer and former Assistant Managing 
Editor of Muscle & Fitness and Muscle & Fitness Hers magazines.

Teaching 
farmers 
worldwide 
how to sow 
and reap an 
eco-friendly 
harvest 

steep and rocky, with heavy winter rains, prolonged summer droughts 
and a short growing season.
 Today the organization’s Grow Biointensive method has caught 
on globally, and it provides training for practitioners and projects 
throughout the United States, India, Kenya, Mexico, the Philippines 
and Russia, as well as more than 100 other countries. Workshops and 
how-to publications are made available to farmers and farm advisers, 
representatives of farm organizations, officials from state and national 
departments of agriculture, and the public.
 “[The method is] particularly suited to small landholders who want 
to improve their nutrition, food security, income and environment,” 
said Blehm, who has served as assistant executive director for just 
more than a year.
 Green Revolution technology that began in the 1950s temporarily 
increased crop yields, but at a tremendous cost in the degradation of 
soil, water and biodiversity resources, he pointed out.
 “By some estimates, we may have only 35 to 50 years of farmable 
soil left in the world. Unless we do something about it very soon, 
demand for food and other natural resources will become even more 
challenging,” he noted.

Ecology Action

By Kristina (Johnson ’91) Haar
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ALUMNI NEWS

 Alumni members of the men’s soccer team brave the 
frozen tundra of Minnesota for a reunion weekend. Back row, 
l to r: Keegan Thompson, Brady Wright ’08, Greg Young ’08, 
Dan Loghry ’08 and Chris Thompson ’07. Front row: Scott 
Jones ’08, Pedro Gonzalez ’09, Chris Estes ’08, Mike Hanks ’08 
and Blake Bernhard ’08

  The Passalacqua family enjoying Christmas at Disneyland 
last December. L to r: Augusta, Scout, Drew, Ed.D. ’07, 
holding Enzo, and Kristy.

Greetings from the CLU 
Alumni Association!

For over 50 years, CLU has 
educated global citizens by 
encouraging innovative thinking, 
community compassion, and 
entrepreneurial action. You, our 
more than 23,000 alumni, are 
part of the proud history of this 
institution. You benefited from a 
holistic educational experience, 
and you have emerged as lead-
ers who passionately serve your 
community and your world. As 
CLU looks toward the future 

with a determined vision for what we could be, we invite all 
of our alumni to be part of the excitement.

The CLU Alumni Association is committed to ensuring that 
the blessing of your degree carries on far beyond graduation. 
We honor this commitment by focusing on three areas:

Celebrating alumni: Each year the alumni board recog-
nizes outstanding alumni through various awards as well 

as the Athletic Hall of Fame. As I looked out among our 
graduate and undergraduate degree recipients this year and 
heard some of their amazing stories, I had no doubt that we 
will have much to celebrate for many years to come. CLU 
students are emerging from graduation ready to make an 
impact as global citizens. 

Lifelong relationship building: The relationships formed in 
college will stay with you through the ages. The Alumni 

Association encourages these relationships through means 
such as social media – Facebook (CLU Alumni Association) 
and Twitter, the annual Homecoming and Family Weekend 
festivities (Oct. 28-30), CLU on the Road events, the GOLD 
(Graduates of the Last Decade) group, and much more. 
Check the Alumni website for a calendar of events and net-
working opportunities.

Unifying and rallying around the university mission:  
A drive through campus will reveal that CLU is moving 

forward. To name just a few examples: The beautiful William 
Rolland stadium is scheduled for completion this fall, KCLU 
has a new state-of-the-art facility, and the Fredrickson Family 
Early Childhood Center has a phenomenal new site on cam-
pus. The dreaming and planning continues, while the essence 
of what makes CLU special is retained. A big part of what 
makes CLU such a remarkable place is in fact the alumni who 
have passed through the ranks. We are thrilled to also have 
you be part of the future.

 With CLU Pride,

 Marcie (Hegebush ’95) Aschbrenner
 President, 2011/2012
 CLU Alumni Board of Directors

Upload photos, send updates AND Follow the Flag
Share your special moments with your CLU family!

To upload photos of your wedding, vacations and 
adventures, visit www.callutheran.edu/alumni/share_photo.
php. We’ll run them in CLU Magazine or post them on the 
alumni website.

And don’t forget to Follow the Flag!  
Request your CLU ALUMNI flag by email at  
alumni@callutheran.edu. 
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Alumni Board of Directors

Executive Committee

Marcie (Hegebush ’95) Aschbrenner

President

Amy Downing ’06

Secretary

Arnold Blitstein ’02

Treasurer

Victoria (Dickran, MBA ’04) Torkay

Vice President, Development

Lynda (Benton ’64) Elmendorf

Vice President, Alumni Involvement & 

Recognition

Linda (Lewis ’70) Nausin

Vice President, University Relations

Mary (Malde ’67) Brannock

Daniel Burbach, MBA ’95

Derek Butler ’81 (At Large)

Gretchen (Grimes ’80) Gutierrez

Nicole Hackbarth ’03, M.S. ’05

Jeremy Hofer ’98, J.D.

 (Regent Representative)

Steven Kissinger, Ph.D. 

(Faculty Representative)

Ryan Krieger-Palmer ’04

Jesse McClain ’13 (ASCLU-G President)

Simy Rajan, MBA ’08

Connie Stewart ’98 (At Large)

Margaret (Nish ’75) Tobin True

Russell White ’94

Office of Alumni & 

Parent Relations

Rachel Ronning ’99 Lindgren

Director

 

Mitzi Ward, M.S.

Associate Director

Lana (Howard ’06) Clark

Assistant Director

Melanie Fishman

Administrative Assistant

 Class Representatives
 Linda (Gulsrud) Harris’64

 lindaagoura@worldnet.att.net

 Marty (Ronning) Schwalm
 mgudrunto@verizon.net

 Class Representative
 Ruth Ann Johnson’65

 raj1036@att.net

 Class Representative
 Judy Halweg’66

 judybugila@gmail.com

Lowell Brandt, Minnetonka, Minn., spends 
time watercolor painting since his retirement six years ago. 
Last summer he completed a 45-foot mural for a Lutheran 
church in Cuenca, Ecuador.

Mary Ann (Stowell) Lockyear, Portland, Ore., is spending 
more time with family and friends since her retirement 
in 2009, and doing as much as she can “to make this a 
greener planet.” She has two children and one grandchild, 
age 3.

Marilyn (Whitney) Meadors, Clovis, Calif., volunteers at 
church activities, babysits grandkids, travels and attends 
baseball games with her husband of nearly 45 years. She 
would love to reconnect with “old” roommates and 
classmates on Facebook. 

 Class Representatives
 David and Janet (Monson) Andersen’67

 davidandersen42@yahoo.com

’68 Class Representative
Gerry Price
doodlesdad@aol.com

Carl Andersen, Perham, Minn., is pastor at Vining Lutheran 
Parish. He and his wife, Penny (Berkeley), will celebrate 
their 41st wedding anniversary this month.

Jodie (Simonson) Bischof, Sunriver, Ore., and her husband, 
Bruce, celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary last July 
with a family trip to Hawaii. She also went to Israel on a 
Bible study tour. Jodie is a board member of Sunriver Music 
Festival and chair of the Young Artist Scholarship program, 
which gives up to $30,000 annually to classical music 
students in Central Oregon.

’69 Class Representatives
Jim and Judy (Wacker) Day
jimjudy@citlink.net

Janis (Lamb) Wiley, La Porte, Texas, retired last year after 
she and her husband, Lee, sold the software business they 
owned for 25 years. They have a new home in upper 
Galveston Bay and are enjoying the beautiful water views, 
wildlife and sailing. Janis volunteers a couple of days a week 
and is painting again. 

 Class Representatives
 Adele Broas-Trent
 vikingteacher2002@yahoo.com

 Don Hossler
 hossler@indiana.edu

 Mike Riley

’71

 b32z6m14@aol.com 
 

 Class Representatives
 Rebecca (Overton) France
 rjfrance@callutheran.edu

 Alan Virgil

’72

 av_sbrm@verizon.net

Charline (Long) Norton, Ojai, Calif., published a juvenile 
fiction book titled Surviving 5th Grade in December. The 
book is available on Amazon.com.

’74 Class Representative 
Lea Lamp 
lamplea48@yahoo.com

’75 Kenneth Wickerham, Pebble Beach, Calif., retired in 
2007 after 33 years with BP/Arco. He is an elected 
member of the Republican Party Central 

Committee in Monterey County. Kenneth has three children 
and four grandchildren.
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Cate (Cathy Lundring ’69) Hillard sits with four Holy 
Men in Kathmandu. Cate and husband Wayne Hillard 
are both retired. They remain active in their church, 
love to travel and enjoy the rain in Seattle.

’70 Class Representative
Paula Morgan-Martin
teachtheworldtosing@gmail.com
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An invitation to join the
First-Year Experience

Enrique’s Journey

Sonia Nazario

Thursday, Sept. 8, 7:30 p.m.

Soiland Recreation Center

CLU Book Club! 
Every year, CLU selects a book for all incoming first-year 
students to read over the summer. The book then becomes 
the basis for lectures and projects during the fall semester. 
Join us in reading this year’s book and participating in on-
campus discussions.
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SHonorary Alumnus
Dennis Bryant

Director of Events  
California Lutheran University

When Dennis 
Bryant started 
his first stint at 
CLU in 1974, 
the campus’s 
indoor venues 
consisted of 
the Old Gym, 
Nygreen 1, the 
SUB and the 
Little Theatre, 
and the total 
number of 
campus events 
hovered around 300. Today, the number 
of indoor venues has grown exponentially 
and the number of annual events and ser-
vices is around 1,600.

Bryant has withstood five CLU presidents 
and has employed somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 1,000 students through-
out his career. He is the man behind the 
curtain, here long before anyone arrives 
and after the last patron has departed.

He has worked his magic pulling all-
nighters to turn a gymnasium into a 
choir hall; he has been the primary point 
of contact for the Secret Service in 
preparation for a campus visit by President 
George H.W. Bush; and he has been 
the first responder to complaints that a 
mother duck and her ducklings pooped 
all over the carpet mere hours before a 
Board of Regents banquet. 

Bryant connects us to our founders and 
institutional history vouching for the many 
special people who have walked this cam-
pus with dreams of this place being much 
more than just an educational institution. 

He has witnessed the likes of Tom Landry, 
John Wooden, Sparky Anderson and 
others coming to CLU again and again 
despite the fact that there were better 
facilities elsewhere.

And through his thoughtful care and 
faithful service to the people of this 
campus these 30+ years, he reminds us of 
qualities that make CLU a special place.

Tell us about the extraordinary  
alumni you know!

callutheran.edu/award_nominations

’76 Class Representative
 Victoria (Vasco) Green
 vg4jesus@gmail.com

’77
Class Representatives
George Carganilla
gcarg1@hotmail.com

Mary Stein-Webber
msteinwebb@aol.com

Jackie Beatty, Acton, Calif., is retired from the 
Los Angeles Police Department. As a police 
officer, she worked on a variety of assignments 
including patrol duties, narcotics enforcement, 
gang intervention and detective investigations. 
In 1991, Jackie became the first woman in 
LAPD history to be selected as a bomb 
technician in the explosives unit.

Gregg (Zimmerman) Lawrence, Los Alamitos, 
Calif., has a role in the film The Last Lovecraft: 
Relic of Cthulhu, available on DVD.

 Class Representatives
 Jon Backstrom
 backstrom@yahoo.com

 Dottie (Roman) Sterling

’78

 dottiesterling@yahoo.com

Michelle (Sanford) Dean (M.A. ’90, T.C. 
’02, Ed.D. ’06), Oxnard, Calif., is principal of 
Montalvo Elementary School, which earned a 
Seal of Excellence Award from the California 
Association for Bilingual Education in February. 
Michelle has a 7-month-old grandson. 

Robert Fraisse (M.S.), Ph.D., Newbury Park, 
Calif., served as interim superintendent for the 
Somis Union School District.

Margie (Myers) Price (MBA), Westlake 
Village, Calif., has been a docent at the Ronald 
Reagan library for 20 years and a volunteer at 
the Civic Arts Plaza for 16. She was recently 
recognized for outstanding volunteer service 
by the county of Los Angeles at the 45th 
annual Older American Recognition Day, “Age 
Strong Live Long.” She was named Volunteer 
of the Year by the City of Westlake Village.

Jack (Gabus) Wixon, Laguna Beach, Calif., 
is Western U.S. representative for Gabus 
Automotive Distributers in Laguna Beach. 
Gabus represents the 100 percent electric 
EnVision Motorcar.

 Class Representative
 Rhondi (Pinkstaff) Durand’79

 rdurand@hartdistrict.org

Mike Johnson, Simi Valley, Calif., is cofounder 
and chief operating officer of Animated 
Designs of Westlake Village, an award-
winning interactive agency that specializes 
in developing online business solutions, 
including creative design, online marketing, 
analytic reporting and enterprise software 
development.

  Class Representative
 Ginny Green’80

 lhommeduphoto@aol.com

director. She has two biological sons, ages 
24 and 22, and two daughters, 13 and 14, 
adopted from Kazakhstan in 2002. 

Gail (Bowen) Rock, Newbury Park, Calif., 
works in documentation at Baxter.

 Class Representative
 Tony White’83

 ajwhite90@gmail.com

 Class Representative
 Mike Engstrom’84

 angsty2@aol.com

Peggy Downs, South Ogden, Utah, is founding 
principal of Good Foundations Academy, a 
K-6 charter school in Riverdale.

’85  Class Representative
 Diann (Colburn) Spencer
 galenaspencers@gmail.com

Jim Berk (M.A.), Beverly Hills, Calif., was 
recognized by the Valley Economic Alliance 
as a 2011 “Star of the Valley” for his work 
in education. The award was presented 
at the annual Valley of the Stars Gala in 
July. Jim is CEO of Participant Media, an 
entertainment company responsible for such 
socially relevant films as Good Night, and Good 
Luck, An Inconvenient Truth and Waiting for 
“Superman.” Jim, who has a bachelor’s degree 
in music from California State University, 
Northridge, received an honorary Doctor 
of Fine Arts from CSUN in May and was 
named Distinguished Alumnus in 2007. He 
currently serves on the university’s Special 
Task Force on Engagement as well as on the 
boards of the UCLA School of Theater, Film 
and Television and the University of Southern 
California’s Rossier School of Education.

Leslie (Young) Rude, Redlands, Calif., teaches 
fourth grade in the Redlands Unified School 
District. She and husband Greg ’84 have two 
sons who are students at CLU.

 Class Representative
 Mario Rodrigez’86

 mmrazr@verizon.net

James Guild, Ridgeville, S.C., 
retired in May after 19 years with the U.S. 
Government. His retirement plans include 
woodworking, bird-watching, maintaining his 
five-acre estate and starting a new software 
company. 

Susan (Pekrul) Somers, Las Vegas, Nev., 
is founder and managing member of FM 
Marketing LLC. She volunteers for the Las 
Vegas Humane Society, Partnership for 
Homeless Youth, the Rape Crisis Center 
of Southern Nevada and Foundation for 
Positively Kids.

 Class Representative
 Franc Camara’87

 franc_classrep@hotmail.com

Carol Freeman (MBA), Thousand Oaks, Calif., 
retired as president of the nonprofit Senior 
Concerns in April. In addition to continuing to 
volunteer, Carol and her husband plan to tour 
the state and country in their restored vintage 
automobiles. They also plan to spend three 
weeks in Germany and Poland this fall.

Kara (Braatz) Karsten, Liberty Lake, Wash., 
has been enjoying a “first retirement” working 
on a master’s in accounting and studying for 
the CPA exam. She also volunteers for three 
nonprofits – Canine Angels Service Teams 
in California and Oregon, Safe Harbor Lab 
Rescue in Colorado, and Pawsitive Works in 
Idaho and Washington. In the fall, Kara will 
start the process of coming out of retirement 
to start her second career in corporate 
finance.

’88 Class Representative 
Debbie (Elliott) Sellers 
debsell06@cox.net

Beth (Palmer) Doolittle, Redlands, Calif., is 
a senior lecturer in the math department at 
University of Redlands. She was selected by 
the student body to receive the Mortar Board 
Professor of the Year Award in February and 
spoke at the President’s High Tea in March. 
The title of her speech was “Math – Going to 
the Dogs.” She has two children, 10 and 12.

’89 Marsha Thomas (M.A.), Harbor City, 
Calif., was a principal in the Los 
Angeles Unified School District 

before retiring. She serves on the Board of 
Directors for Global Education Academy 
Charter School.

Teresa Williams (M.A.), Moorpark, Calif., was 
named superintendent of Moorpark Unified 
School District in January. She previously 
served as a teacher, principal, and assistant 
superintendent of personnel and instruction 
for the district.

Paul Siegele, Katy, Texas, has been promoted 
to president of Chevron’s Energy Technology 
Co. He previously served as vice president of 
strategic planning.

 Class Representative
 Tori Nordin’81

 vlnordin@gmail.com

Gary Delanoeye (M.S., T.C. ’82, Ed.D. ’06), 
Carpinteria, Calif., is an associate faculty 
member in the Education and Teacher 
Credential programs at Antioch University, 
Santa Barbara. Prior to joining AUSB, Gary was 
vice principal of Mary B. Perry High School in 
Camarillo and had been AUSB adjunct faculty 
for 20 years. He also serves on the Board of 
Trustees of Ivy Tech Charter School.

Karin Randle, Carson City, Nev., teaches adult 
education in a local medium security prison. 
The school provides high school courses to 
inmates who never received a diploma.

Kristin (Rohren) Wood, Lompoc, Calif., is a 
special education teacher for Santa Barbara 
County. She received a master’s in special 
education from Chapman University last year. 
Kristin has three children, ages 23, 21 and 16.

’82
Timothy Brady, Spring, Texas, is a 
senior geologist for Apache Corp. 
Egypt located in Cairo, Egypt.

Diana (McClellan) Lanane, Bishop, Calif., is a 
choir teacher at Bishop Union High School 
and volunteers with Playhouse 395 as vocal 
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MARRIAGES 

Kristen Bradshaw ’08 and Jared 
O’Connor ’09 on Jan. 30, 2010.

Victoria Dickran, MBA ’04, and 
Cameron Torkay on April 23, 2011.

Traci Franks ’99, M.S. ’03, and Santiago 
Allen on July 3, 2010.

Kristin Gilman ’09 and Seth Shepard 
’10 on Nov. 6, 2010.

Danielle Gunn ’98, M.Ed. ’04, and Mike 
Melucci ’99 on Oct. 24, 2010.

Kristina Klug ’09, T.C. ’11, and Andy 
Horan ’09, MBA ’11, on Feb. 19, 2011.  

Stacy Ore ’01 and Jim Matthews on Feb. 
18, 2011.

Laura Vaughan ’00 and Darrin Cuneo on 
Feb. 26, 2011.

BIRTHS

Dominick Paul and Jack James Belleci 
on Jan. 17, 2011, to Gretchen (Swett ’96, 
T.C. ’98) and Matthew Belleci.

Evaline Brooke Boisvert on Aug. 13, 
2010, to Amy Owens ’00 and Patrick 
Boisvert.

Cooper Jack Jefferson on Oct. 28, 
2010, to Dena (Eastman ’91) and John 
Jefferson.

Olivia Maureene Kole on March 13, 
2011, to Erin (Beard ’95) and Orrin Kole. 

Cole Schroeder on Nov. 1, 2010, to 
Kelly (Ingram ’90, T.C. ’91) and Jeff 
Schroeder.

Dominic Robert and Keilin Hope 
Violanti on Jan. 28, 2011, to Mara (Van 
de Ven ’91) and Christopher Violanti.

Rebekah Leigh Vorhis on April 11, 2011, 
to Sarah (Humphrey ’03, T.C. ’07) and 
Aaron ’03, MBA ’07, Vorhis. 

DEATHS

Herbert Bedolfe Jr., MBA ’74, passed 
away on May 17, 2011.

Rachapudi Kamakshi, MBA ’08, passed 
away on Oct. 3, 2010.

Susan (Greiser ’66) Price passed away 
on March 19, 2011.

Erik Roe ’98, M.P.P.A. ’07, passed away 
in February 2011.

Carolyn (Kempel ’64) Sauer passed 
away on April 2, 2011.

Ann Smisek, M.S. ’78, passed away on 
Nov. 16, 2010.

Beth (Nochta ’77) White passed away 
on Feb. 25, 2011.
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Laura (Vaughan ’00) and Darrin 
Cuneo.

Traci (Franks ’99, M.S. ’03) and 
Santiago Allen.

Kristin (Gilman ’09) and Seth ’10 
Shepard. 

 Class Representative
 Julie Donaldson-Prince’90

 jprince007@sbcglobal.net

Leslie (Snider ’90) and Ken ’90 Brooks, one 
of the first couples to be married in the 
new Samuelson Chapel, celebrated their 
20th wedding anniversary in July. Leslie and 
Ken live in Moorpark with their three sons, 
all of whom attended the CLU preschool.

Matthew Burgess, Nashville, Tenn., plays 
percussion with blues/country/rock singer 
Drake White. They recently completed a 
Kid Rock Cruise and are touring with Willie 
Nelson on his Country Throwdown Tour this 
summer. Check Countrythrowdown.com to 
see if they are coming near you.

Alycia (Anderson) Harshfield, Sacramento, 
Calif., is executive director of the California 
Restaurant Association Educational 
Foundation.

 Class Representative
 Carrie (Jurgemeyer) Donohoe’91

 clfnzdf@yahoo.com

Shelly (Hall) Estacion, Leonard- 
town, Md., wrote and performed  
12 inspirational piano songs for her CD “The 
Journey,” which can be found on iTunes. Shelly 
is a cantor and psalmist for her church and 

has earned her fourth degree Black Belt in tae 
kwon do. She has three children, ages 15, 12 
and 10.

Dena (Eastman ’91) and John Jefferson, 
Colorado Springs, Colo., are pictured with 
Savannah, Reece, Scarlett and Cooper. In 
2005, Dena and John’s 5-year-old son Jack 
died unexpectedly of a virus. They later 
adopted nieces Savannah and Scarlett. Dena 
is international communications manager 
for Every Home for Christ International 
and John is a stay-at-home dad.

Kristine Maudal, Kolsaas, Norway, had a solo 
art exhibition in BOA Gallery in Los Angeles in 
May. Her project “Found Rhythm” interpreted 
and presented rhythms and movement in a 
visual way on canvas or paper. In addition to 
two previous exhibits in California, Kristine has 
exhibited her art in Norway, Spain, France and 
Monaco.

Mark Melchiori, Santa Barbara, Calif., is 
president of Melchiori Construction Co.

Erin Powell (M.A., M.S. ’99, T.C. ’03), 
Westlake Village, Calif., is promotion and 
marketing director at Powell Financial Group, 
and is a member of the Board of Trustees for 
Berkeley Hall School. She and her husband, 
David, recently celebrated their 25th wedding 
anniversary. They have two sons and two 
daughters, ages 14-18.

 Class Representatives
 Mark Marius
 mariusteam@mac.com

 Marguerite (Olmedo) Wolfe

’92

 garme@pacbell.net

Denise (Matthews) Bickers, West Hills, Calif., 
recently passed her Black Belt exam in tae 
kwon do and is now an instructor at Rifkin 
Professional Karate Center. Denise and her 
husband have two daughters, ages 9 and 
10. Last year, they were one of six founding 
families of a new Christian Elementary School 
in Northridge.

Karis (Lawson) Booth, Thousand Oak, Calif., 
is an applications training mentor with Ventura 
County Children and Family Services and a 
volunteer at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. 
She and her husband have a 7-year-old son.

Lance Koelkebeck, APO, is a lieutenant 
commander in the U.S. Navy stationed in Laos. 
He serves as deputy commander Detachment 
3, Joint Personnel Accountability Command 
(JPAC), focused on recovering those missing 
in action from the Vietnam/Southeast Asia 
Conflict.

 Class Representative
 Anne Christenson’93

 achristenson1@juno.com

Karen Guidi (MBA), Kingsport, Tenn., is 
director of Cardiovascular University and 
HeartShape for The Heart Center Associates. 
She volunteers with the American Heart 
Association, Ulster International and her 
church.

 Class Representative
 Jeff Aschbrenner’94

 mjaschbrenner@callutheran.edu

Erik Lundring, Thousand Oaks, Calif., is a 
financial adviser with Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans. He was honored in April as one of 
the Top Ten in Thrivent, earning No. 1 in both 
Life and in Life Volume. After the conference 
in Dallas, Erik and wife Lori (Yost ’96) went to 
Puerto Vallarta with their family to enjoy the 
rest of spring break.

Ken Papotta, Thousand Oaks, Calif., is varsity 
linebacker football coach for Westlake High 
School. He also teaches English and financial 
investments at Calabasas High School.

 Class Representative
 Brian McCoy’95

 bmccoy@fickewirth.com

 Class Representatives 
 Desta (Ronning) Goehner
 destagoehner@roadrunner.com

 Chad McCloskey

’96

 packerbacker19@hotmail.com

According to their mother, Gretchen 
(Swett ’96, T.C. ’98) Belleci, 6-month-old 
Dominick Paul and Jack James have already 
decided on CLU!

Jim Costello (MBA), Thousand 
Oaks, Calif., and his wife, Lupe, 
own and run the Great Harvest 
Bread Co. on Newbury Road. 
The bakery, which is the only Great Harvest 
Bread franchise in the region, was one of only 
five franchisees in the nation to receive the 
company’s Phenomenal Bread Award at the 
annual convention in Florida this spring.

Michael Morris, Eureka, Calif., received his 
Ph.D. in psychology from Saybrook University 
in San Francisco. His doctoral work included 
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SOutstanding Alumna
Mary Neal ’86 Vieten

After graduat-
ing from CLU 
in 1986, Mary 
Neal Vieten 
received her 
master’s in 
counseling 
from Boston 
University 
and a Ph.D. in 
counseling psy-
chology from 
Southern Illi-
nois University 
at Carbondale. 
As a board certified clinical psychologist, 
Vieten focuses most of her time on post-
deployment veterans issues.

She served 10 years on active duty as a 
clinical psychologist for the Navy. After 
transferring to Navy Reserve in 2008, she 
opened a private practice in Leonardtown, 
Md., and co-founded the nonprofit organi-
zation MISSION: PTSD to help meet the 
needs of veterans.  

The vast majority of Vieten’s career focuses 
on the care of veterans. Her private practice 
provides pro-bono or low-cost treatment in 
an effort to bridge the gap for veterans who 
are suffering from hard core PTSD and have 
not been helped by other programs, are not 
well enough to navigate the complexity of 
veterans services, or have no health insur-
ance or means to pay.

She is outspoken concerning the state of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
and serves as a consultant to the Tri-County 
Council of Southern Maryland on veterans 
issues. She has a strong connection to the 
lieutenant governor’s “Maryland’s Commit-
ment to Veterans” program and is frequently 
called upon to provide same- or next-day 
evaluations for veterans who can’t be seen 
by the VA for weeks or months. 

Vieten is also an adjunct psychology instruc-
tor for St. Mary’s College of Maryland. She 
and her husband, Detlef, live in Lexington 
Park with their three daughters, 16, 10 and 
3. The youngest was adopted from China in 
October 2009 at 14 months.

“Helping her catch up physically, develop-
mentally and medically has been challeng-
ing and exciting,” said Vieten. “When she 
arrived, she couldn’t even roll from her back 
to her front and now, at age 3, she is on tar-
get for almost everything.”

Tell us about the extraordinary  
alumni you know!

callutheran.edu/award_nominations

ALUMNI NEWS
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Cristy Richey McNay, Newbury Park, Calif., is 
director of admissions and recruitment at La 
Reina High School in Thousand Oaks.

Joseph Shively (M.P.A., MBA ’09), Camarillo, 
Calif., is a subcontracts/buyer with HRL 
Laboratories.

 Class Representative
 Holly Halweg’04

 HollyHalweg@gmail.com

Victoria (Dickran, MBA) Torkay, Camarillo, 
Calif., is vice president of HCLI Global 
Compliance Risk with Bank of America.

 Class Representatives
 Courtney Parks’05

 parks.courtney@gmail.com

 Ryan Lisk
 ryan.lisk@yahoo.com

 Mark Nielsen
 kingofdacoast@hotmail.com

Ray Calnan, Granada Hills, Calif., is a real 
estate agent and is pursuing a Ph.D.

Marcus Green, Seattle, Wash., has written a 
book titled A Year Without April, which will be 
released nationwide in August from West Hill 
Publishing. 

Sharon Kearney (M.S., T.C.), Kahului, Hawaii, 
is a Special Education Workplace Readiness 
teacher at Maui High School.

Karly (Wilhelm) Palotti, Escondido, Calif., is a 
Peace Corps volunteer in Romania.

Mary Schwichtenberg (MBA), Portland, 
Ore., is account manager with ShopIgniter in 
Portland.

’06
Class Representative
Amanda (Walker ’06) Schaub 
schaub.amanda@gmail.com

Allison (Bowen) Coltin, Thousand 
Oaks, Calif., is an information delivery specialist 
at University of Southern California.

Annick Draghi (Ed.D.), Chatsworth, Calif., is 
one of the directors for high schools in Local 
District 4 for the Los Angeles Unified School 
District. Her duties include supervising and 
supporting principals, providing professional 
development for administrators, and 
supporting the local superintendent.

Lauren Klymshyn, San Francisco, Calif., is an 
executive with Manatt, Phelps & Phillips. 

his experience as a stay-at-home dad where 
he studied men’s intrinsic and extrinsic 
potential as primary care providers. Michael, 
who has three sons, plans to teach at one of 
the colleges in Humboldt County.

Jaynette (Stark) Odegaard, Owatonna, Minn., 
is payroll analyst at SPX Service Solutions.

Mark Schoenbeck, Lone Tree, Colo., is senior 
vice president and chief marketing officer at 
Curian Capital in Denver.

’97
 Class Representative 
 Dianne (Habring) Frehlich 
 dmhabring@yahoo.com

Heather (Embree ’97, M.Ed. ’01) and Dan 
’00 Roschke, Spring Valley, Calif., pictured 
with 5-year-old Micah and 2-year-old Katie, 
celebrated their 10th wedding anniversary 
with a trip to Ireland and Scotland. Dan is a 
pastor at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 
Church in La Mesa, and Heather has begun 
doula training at University of California 
San Diego Medical Center.

Frode Davanger, Pretoria, Waterkloof, South 
Africa, is a senior operations officer with the 
World Bank.

Karen (McComb) and Brian Padelford, 
Rockwall, Texas, celebrated their 15th 
wedding anniversary last August. Brian is the 
owner of E2E Handyman and director of 
Children’s Ministry at Cornerstone Rockwall 
Church. Karen is a piano teacher and stay-at-
home mom for their four children.

Darrell Wampler (MBA ’99), Ventura, Calif., 
former big-city radio guy known to Southern 
California audiences as “The Insane Darrell 
Wayne,” now owns and operates KTHO 
(590 AM/96.1 FM) in Lake Tahoe. During his 
35 years in radio, Darrell worked at four Los 
Angeles stations (ultimately landing at KROQ) 
as a program director, operations director, 
chief engineer and morning-drive DJ.

 Class Representative
 Kari Gravrock’98

 kgravrock@aol.com

Danielle Gunn ’98, M.Ed. ’04, and Mike 
Melucci ’99 were married on Oct. 24, 
2010, at the Moorpark Country Club 
and honeymooned in Napa Valley. Mike 
works for the Ventura County Sheriff’s 
Department and Danielle teaches second 
grade at Sycamore Canyon School in 
Newbury Park. They live in Thousand Oaks 
with Danielle’s two sons.

Brad Bjelke, Thousand Oaks, Calif., is 
senior counsel with Jackson DeMarco Tidus 
Peckenpaugh in Westlake Village.

Marivel Castellanos, Spring Valley, Calif., is 
an investigator for the Public Defender in San 
Diego. She conducts baptismal classes at her 
church. Her three children are 19, 5 and 3.

’99

Amy (Gringer ’99) and Chris Obringer, 
Newman Lake, Wash., are pictured with 
their children, Macy and Colt. Amy and 
Chris founded Blue Waters Youth Ranch, 
a nonprofit therapy program that allows 
foster and adopted children to spend 
summer days on a ranch.  
See www.bwyr.org.

Edgar Aguirre, Van Nuys, Calif., is executive 
vice president and general manager of L.A. 
Public Media, a nonprofit start-up multimedia 
service project funded by the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting. See www.laforward.org.

Katherine Taylor, Camarillo, Calif., 
collaborated with her daughter-in-law, 
Kathleen, on writing a children’s book titled 
Eddie and Bingo: A Friendship Tale. The book, 
which was published in January by Inkwater 
Press, is based on the true story of a Navy 
photographer and a stowaway puppy. 
Kathleen was also responsible for the hand-
drawn and inked illustrations.

’00
 Class Representatives
 Sommer (Embree) Barwick
 sembree2002@yahoo.com

 Stephanie (Howe) Johnson
 psychkid2002@hotmail.com

 Irene (Tyrrell) Moyer
 irene_moyer@hotmail.com

Tracy (Allison ’00) and Donny ’98 
Churchman on vacation in Cabo San Lucas, 
Mexico.

Jamie (LaCascia ’00) and Jeff ’98 Shea, 
Thousand Oaks, Calif., live near CLU and 
can be seen jogging around the campus 
with Eric and Allison in the stroller. Jeff 
is a captain with the Ventura County Fire 
Department and received the Meritorious 
Service Award in February.

Amy Owens, Royal Oak, Mich., is a senior 
analyst at Foresee Results in Ann Arbor.

Christian Montgomery, West Sacramento, 
Calif., opened a law practice, Montgomery 
& Wetenkamp, in May with his colleague 
John Wetenkamp. Find them online at www.
mwattorneys.com.

Deborah Reid (M.S.), Santa Barbara, Calif., 
teaches seventh- and eighth-grade special 
education math and individual instruction classes 
and runs the “lunch homework club” at La 
Colina Jr. High School. In February, the Rotary 
Club of Santa Barbara recognized her for her 
outstanding work.

’01 Class Representatives
 Inga (Magi) Pavrani
 ingamagi@gmail.com

 Angela (Namba) Rowley
 ang.rowley02@gmail.com 

James Hardy, Lancaster, Calif., is an assistant 
football coach at Eastside High School. After 
undergoing a major lifestyle change, the former 
Cal Lutheran offensive lineman lost more than 
150 pounds.

Steven Leeds, M.D., Phoenix, Ariz., earned his 
medical degree from Ross University School 
of Medicine and is doing a surgery residency at 
Maricopa Medical Center.

  Class Representative
 Kim (McHale) Miller’02

 clugal02@hotmail.com

William Berger (MBA), Ventura, Calif., is a field 
applications/sales engineer. He also is president 
of the District 63 Umpires Association.

Carrie Davis-Pentis, Moorpark, Calif., is 
principal of Moorpark High School.

Richard Hockett (MBA), Oxnard, Calif., is 
owner of SunRidge Photo studio. He was the 
Photographer of Record for the 2011 MS Walk 
in Santa Barbara on April 9 and the Conejo 
Valley MS Walk on April 16.

Ryan Huggins, Thousand Oaks, Calif., is Facility 
Information Security Official for Hospital Corp. 
of America. He volunteers with Malibu Search 
and Rescue, Thousand Oaks DART and the 
Ventura County Fire Department.

’03
 Class Representatives
 Nicole Hackbarth
 nicolehackbarth@hotmail.com

 Katie (Bashaw) Johnson
 katielinnae@yahoo.com

Bobbi Cyr ’03 is an English teacher at 
Lutheran Junior and Senior High School in 
Hanno City, Japan.

Mike Brickey, Ventura, Calif., is a retired 
geologist for the U.S. Department of the 
Interior. 

Sally Sagen (MS ’05) Lorentson, Ed.D., 
Fairfax, Va., was selected as a member of the 
Journal of Student Affairs Research and Practice 
(JSARP) Editorial Board for the 2011-2014 
term. Sally became director of orientation 
and family programs and services at George 
Mason University in June after serving as 
assistant director of student life at CLU for 
seven years.

Sally Sagen (MS ’05) Lorentson, Ed.D., 
Fairfax, Va., was selected as a member of 
the Journal of Student Affairs Research and 
Practice (JSARP) Editorial Board for the 
2011-2014 term. Sally became Director 
of Orientation and Family Programs and 
Services at George Mason University in June 
after serving as Assistant Director of Student 
Life at CLU for seven years.

Candace (Kay ’03) and Thomas ’00 
Meadows, Maricopa, Ariz., recently 
celebrated their fifth wedding anniversary. 
Candace is a senior accountant with U.S. 
Foodservice Inc. and a member of the City 
of Maricopa’s dog park committee. Tom 
is a teacher education specialist for the 
University of Phoenix. He was selected for 
the CLU Track and Field All-Decade team.
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9th Annual Dinner & Induction Ceremony
honoring

Saturday, Sept. 17, 2011
 Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center

5:30 p.m. Reception • 7 p.m. Dinner

For more information, call (805) 493-3170 or visit

www.callutheran.edu/hof 

Mariko “Mo” Coverdale ’06

Volleyball

Cathy Fulkerson ’82

Women’s Cross Country, Track and Field

Tim Lins ’82

Football

Justin Muth ’01

Men’s Basketball

Doug Rihn ’76

Men’s Track and Field, Football

Amir Marandy, Woodland Hills, Calif., a tennis 
standout at CLU, now coaches Marcos Giron, 
the Thousand Oaks teenager who won the 
men’s competition at the Ojai Valley Tennis 
Tournament this spring and extended his win 
streak to 23 matches. Due to a wager he 
made with the young player, Amir has to let 
his hair grow for a year.

Julia Scott, Dallas, Texas, is an addiction 
therapist at the Veteran’s Administration 
Medical Center. She received a master’s degree 
in criminal justice from Indiana University, 
Bloomington, in 2008 and is now a Ph.D. 
candidate in criminal justice at the university.

Nicole (Cunningham, M.S. ’09) Wiese, 
Oxnard, Calif., is a youth specialist at Path 
Point in Simi Valley.

 Class Representatives
 Rosalyn Sayer
 princessrosalyn@gmail.com

 Wes Sullivan

’07

 wsulliv@callutheran.edu

Brian Coltin, Thousand Oaks, Calif., is an 
attorney with Morrow & Morrow LLP in 
Westlake Village.

Nik Edmondson (M.A.), Rocklin, Calif., is a 
performance consultant specializing in sport 
psychology, kinetic training and baseball 

coaching. He recently released an eBook with 
embedded video titled One Pitch at a Time – 
Mental and Physical Training for Peak Pitching 
Performance. The eBook, which combines 
text and video lessons, is only available 
from Nik’s media publishing website http://
nowperformance.com.

Colleen “Renee” Hill, Kingsville, Texas, is 
a civilian working for the Morale Welfare 
and Recreation branch of the U.S. Navy 
Department of Defense. She serves as 
director of both marketing and community 
activities onboard Naval Air Station Kingsville, 
a jet training base.

Ian Sephton, Encino, Calif., is a partner and 
co-founder of The Branstetter Group, which 
provides consulting, C-level management and 
investment advisory services to emerging as 
well as established companies. Previously, Ian 
was associate vice president for the Auxiliary 
Business unit of the University of Southern 
California.

’08
 Class Representatives
 Katelyn Kruse
 kkruse@callutheran.edu

 Tiffany Slattum
 tslattu@callutheran.edu

 J.R. Wise
 raykid1985@aol.com

Kristen Bradshaw ’08 and Jared O’Connor 
’09 were married on Jan. 30, 2010.

Terri (Kimmel) Geisler, Newport News, 
Va., is a Supply Chain project manager with 
Tessada & Associates, Inc., a subcontractor for 
NASA’s Langley Research Center (LaRC).

Sara Goldberg, Apple Valley, Calif., started 
her residency in prosthetics at Reynolds 
Prosthetics and Orthotics in Maryville, Tenn., 
after completing a certificate in prosthetics at 
California State University, Dominguez Hills in 
December.

Brandon Graham, Los Angeles, Calif., is host/
on-air talent for ESPN/X Games.

Jon-Erik Livingston, Sylmar, Calif., was 
commissioned as a second lieutenant in the 
Military Intelligence branch of the U.S. Army in 

November. He is stationed at Fort Huachuca, 
Ariz., with the 304th Military Intelligence 
Battalion.

Jonathan Wheeler, Atlanta, Ga., is a paramedic 
with Grady EMS-911 metro Atlanta.

’09
Class Representative 
Adam Erickson 
erickson@callutheran.edu

Jacob Calderon, Casper, Wyo., is a rookie 
defensive lineman with the Wyoming Cavalry 
Professional Indoor Football team. He also 
plays linebacker and leads the team with 66 
tackles. Jacob was a Division III All-American at 
CLU in 2008.

Adrian Harper-Vassell (MBA), Woodland 
Hills, Calif., started two new businesses – Cloud 
77 LLC (www.Cloud77.com) and Harper 
Consultants (www.harperconsultants.com).

Jeffrey Hubler, Simi Valley, Calif., graduated 
from Army Officer Candidate School at Fort 
Benning, Ga. The second lieutenant is attending 
infantry basic officer leadership training.

Matthew Johnson, Camarillo, Calif., is a Web 
production artist at Zinio.

Phillip Keul (MBA ’10), Bergen, Hordaland, 
Norway, works in Risk Management with 
Sparebanken Vest.

Kristen Robinson, Ventura, Calif., is assistant 
director of career development and alumni 
relations at Bren School of Environmental 
Science & Management at the University of 
California, Santa Barbara.

Katelyn White, Santa Cruz, Calif., was 
awarded a National Science Foundation 
Graduate Research Fellowship. She is 
currently studying Fluid Dynamics in the 
Applied Mathematics program at University of 
California, Santa Cruz.

’10
Class Representatives 
Ben Hogue 
benjaminaric@gmail.com

ReShai Tate
rtate@callutheran.edu

Casey Kloehn
caseykloehn@gmail.com

Emily Dale, Newbury Park, Calif., is a student 
teacher and Trader Joe’s crewmember. She 
also coaches soccer at Newbury Park High 
School.

Aaron Hilf, Yakima, Wash., is a General 
Assignment reporter for KNDO-TV.

Shannon (Satterthwaite) Paul is an operations 
supervisor with Wells Fargo Bank.

Roopa Rawjee, Ed.D., Bridgewater, Mass., is 
director of international student services at 
Bridgewater State University. While earning 
her doctorate at CLU, she served as a 
student services professional and instructor 
of English as a Second Language at California 
State University, Northridge, where she 
earned her Master of Education in curriculum 
and instruction and a California Teaching 
Credential.

“This fall we kick off our annual phonathon to help raise funds for CLU’s Annual 
Fund.  Each year, more than 90 percent of us receive some form of financial 
assistance in the form of financial aid and scholarships, thanks in large part to 
the faithful annual support of alumni, parents and friends like you!

“We look forward to speaking with you and hope we can count on your 
participation and generosity to help us meet our goal of $150,000. Thank you 
for the important role you play in making our education possible.” 

Brad Boelman, Class of 2012

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A GIFT TO THE CLU 
ANNUAL FUND TODAY, PLEASE GO ONLINE TO:
 
WWW.CALLUTHERAN.EDU/GIVING 

OR CALL US AT (805) 493-3829

25 Callers - 60 Nights - $150,000

Melissa Webster, Calabasas, Calif., is a teacher 
and certified hearing-impaired specialist at the 
Children’s Academy for Listening, Language 
and Learning at Marshall School in Oxnard.

’11
Class Representatives 
Kristen Luna 
kluna@callutheran.edu

Kim Hamon
khamon@callutheran.edu

Jesse Knutson
knutson@callutheran.edu
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International Risks in a  
Global Economy
By Bill Watkins, Ph.D.

The United States is the world’s economic 
powerhouse. Our markets, productive capacity and 

workforce are the envy of every other country. Still, with 
over $4.5 trillion in trade, our economy is not immune 
from imported distress. Today, the risk that some 
overseas event will seriously damage our economy is as 
high as it has been in decades. This is not because of the 
large volume in trade, which is generally good. Instead, 
today’s risks arise from geopolitical sources and we are 
still weak from our recession.
 Before discussing those risks, though, we should 
dismiss risks that tend to be exaggerated. China’s 
newfound economic strength leads this category, with 
talk-show hosts lamenting the forecast that China’s 
economy will exceed that of the United States in 
relatively short order.
 We hope China’s economy exceeds that of the 
United States, and the sooner the better. China’s per 
capita output is currently at most $7,180, depending on 
the conversion method. This is dismal compared to the 
United States’ per capita output of $48,190. If China’s 
economy were the same size as that of the United States, 
its per capita income would still be only $11,181. Their economy will 
exceed ours only because of their population. It is no indication of 
American weakness. We should be pleased that billions of people are 
finally enjoying the benefits of the industrial revolution.
 The economic impacts of Japan’s recent disaster are also overhyped. 
While this was and still is a terrible tragedy on a human scale, its 
economic impacts will be so small as to be unidentifiable in U.S. 
economic data. The economic impacts are measured in billions. The 
U.S. economy is measured in trillions. The sheer size of the American 
economy and world trade just swamp the size of the disaster.
 By contrast, the risks in Europe are underappreciated. Europe’s 
banking system is under extreme stress, a result of the financial crisis 
that initiated our most recent recession and continuing sovereign debt 
issues. Given the weakness of our own economy and financial sector, 
we are poorly prepared to suffer another financial shock.
 Unfortunately, European risks are not limited to its banking sector. 
The Eurozone is too big for a common currency. A functional currency 
zone requires both capital and labor mobility. So, a large place like 
the United States can prosper under a single currency because labor 
and capital are very mobile here. Europe has too many language and 
cultural differences to be an effective currency zone because those 
differences limit labor mobility.
 We see the impacts of a too-large currency zone in huge variances 
in unemployment rates. Germany’s is less than 10 percent, while 

Spain’s exceeds 20 percent. Worse, Spain has no 
monetary and few fiscal policy options. It gave those up 
when it joined the European Union.
 Those differences in unemployment are 
unsustainable, and lead to social unrest. We’ve seen this 
in Greece, Spain, Portugal and Ireland. Eventually, some 
countries must leave the EU. How and when that’s done 
could have serious economic impact here. If countries 
plan ahead for an orderly exit, the economic impact 
to other economies such as ours will be minimized. 
However, we would still likely see somewhat higher risk 
premiums tightening credit markets. 
 What happens, though, if countries postpone the 
inevitable and wait for a crisis before exiting the EU? We 
would expect a worldwide financial crisis on the order 
of what we saw in September 2008.
 The dramatic changes sweeping the Middle East pose 
the most immediate threat to our economy. Uncertainty 
necessarily accompanies wholesale change, but except 
for the possibility of oil supply interruptions, most of the 
uncertainty has the potential for only small impacts to 
our economy. Who governs and how may have huge 

impacts on the local economy and its people, but if the oil flows, we 
will be mostly insulated.
 Of course, the risk of oil supply interruptions is high, and supply 
interruptions would generate sharp price increases, which would have 
very serious impacts. Oil price changes have been a recurring source 
of American economic distress. There is even good evidence that oil 
prices contributed far more to the recent recession than is generally 
recognized. A sudden spike in oil prices would surely initiate a sharp 
new recession.
 Unfortunately, European and Middle East risks come at a very bad 
time. Our financial institutions are still weak. Our real estate markets 
appear to still be in decline. Millions of Americans are unemployed or 
underemployed. Worse, we can only minimally influence the policies 
that may have such impact on us. In large part, we’re reduced to hope.

Bill Watkins is Executive Director of the CLU 
Center for Economic Research and Forecasting, 
which provides local, state and national forecasts 
for government, business and nonprofit leaders 
throughout North America. He and other members 
of the CERF team have been quoted by many 
news organizations including the Wall Street 
Journal, CNN and Forbes.
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August

20 Exhibition: New Romantic Figure Painting
  Opening reception, 7 p.m.
  Artists reception, Sept. 10, 7 p.m. 

(Exhibit closes Sept. 30)

September

8 9/11 Memorial Concert, 7 p.m. 
Joyce Geeting, cello; Christine DeKlotz, piano

8 First-Year Experience with Author Sonia Nazario 
Enrique’s Journey, 7:30 p.m.

11 Faculty Recital: Eric Kinsley, 2 p.m.

13 Silver Anniversary Kickoff and Grand Opening of 
new Woodland Hills Center, 5-7 p.m.

15 Silver Anniversary Kickoff Celebration at  
Oxnard Center, 5-7 p.m.

16 Organ Recital: Jonathan Ryan, 7 p.m.

17 Alumni Association Athletic Hall of Fame  
Dinner and Induction Ceremony, 7 p.m.

21 “Conversations with….,” Markus Flanagan, 7 p.m.

22 The Emerson String Quartet in Concert, 8 p.m.

25 Faculty Artists Recital, 2 p.m.
  Daniel Geeting, clarinet; Melissa Phelps, violin; 

Eric Kinsley, piano

27 Jim Dekker Memorial Just Peace Lecture Series
  The Rev. Michael Dowd, “Evolutionize Your Life: 

Human Thriving 101,” 7:30 p.m.

28 Reel Justice Film Series: Poto Mitan, 7 p.m.

October

1 Chinese Moon Festival Concert, 7 p.m.

6 Life’s Crossroad, Installations by Gong Yeubin 
 Opening reception, 7 p.m.  
(Exhibit closes Nov. 15)

9 “Music in the Air,” 2 p.m. 
 CLU Cellists and Conservatory Cellists

13 Silver Anniversary Distinguished Speaker Series 
Jack Scott, “Preparing 21st Century Learners 
through the California P-20 Pipeline,” 6 p.m.

13-16 Fall Black Box Theatre Series (student directed) 
The Bible: The Complete Word of God (abridged) 
(Thursday–Saturday, 8 p.m.; Sunday, 2 p.m.)

18 Artists and Speakers Lecture Series, 7:30 p.m. 
Greg Orfalea, “Serra’s Women”

19 “Conversations with….,” Markus Flanagan, 7 p.m.

19 Reel Justice Film Series: Miss Representation, 7 p.m. 

22 Franz Schubert’s Winterreise, Opus 89, 8 p.m. 
Christopher M. Cock, tenor

23 Scandinavian Lecture Series, 2:30 p.m. 
Morgan Yates, Archivist for Auto Club of 
Southern California

27 Dia de los Muertos
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1 27,  Fall Mainstage Productions 
29, 30   Summer and Smoke by Tennessee Williams
  (Thursday, Saturday, Sunday, 8 p.m.)

28 Founders Day Convocation, 10 a.m.

28 Founders Day Concert 
University Symphony, 7:30 p.m.

28-30 Homecoming and Family Weekend

29 Student Research Symposium, 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

30 Homecoming Choral Concert, 2 p.m.

November

3-6 Fall Mainstage Productions
  Summer and Smoke by Tennessee Williams
  (Thursday-Saturday, 8 p.m.; Sunday, 2 p.m.)

4 Faculty Recital: Kyle Johnson, organ, 7 p.m.

7 Reformation Heritage Lecture: R. Guy Erwin, 4 p.m. 
“What Does It Mean To Be Lutheran Today?”

8 Artists and Speakers Lecture Series, 7:30 p.m.
  Greg Orfalea, “Serra and the Indians of California”

8 Direct from Norway, 7:30 p.m.
  Nils Marius Kjøsnes, clarinet; Knut Erik Jensen, piano

9 Reel Justice Film Series: Which Way Home, 7 p.m.

10-12 Fall Mainstage Productions
  Suddenly Last Summer by Tennessee Williams
  (Thursday–Saturday, 8 p.m.)

13 Areté Vocal Ensemble 
“Bach and Beyond” (part 1), 2 p.m.

13 Scandinavian Lecture Series, 2:30 p.m.
  Ib Melchior : Writer, Producer, OSS Agent

14-18 International Education Week

15 Scandinavian Lecture Series, 7 p.m.
  Irene Levin Berman: “A Personal Glimpse of 

Norway and the Holocaust”

16 Silver Anniversary Distinguished Speaker Series
  Markus Tomaschitz, “Talents: Competing for the 

Future,” 6 p.m.

17 Gary A. Anderson, “I Give therefore I Am: The Meaning 
of Charity in Judaism and Christianity,” 7 p.m.

17-20 Fall Mainstage Productions
  Suddenly Last Summer by Tennessee Williams
  (Thursday–Saturday, 8 p.m.; Sunday, 2 p.m.)

18 Wind and Jazz Ensemble Fall Concert, 8 p.m.

December

1 World AIDS Day 2011

2-4 Christmas Festival Concerts 
(Friday, Saturday, 8 p.m.; Sunday, 4 p.m.)

3 Kwanzaa Celebration, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

4 Las Posadas, 7 p.m.

6 Hanukkah, 4:30-6:30 p.m.

callutheran.edu/events

We hope 
China’s 
economy 
exceeds 

that of the 
United 

States, and 
the sooner 
the better.
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